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Salem English Lutheran Church, Menneapolis 


The church in which the Synod of the Northwest was entertained 
for its forty ninth annual convention was ideally suited to such a gath- 
ering. The nave is not only liturgically correct and beautiful, but has 
excellent acoustics. The chapel afforded ample space for the best ex- 
hibit the convention has had for many years. There were separate 
rooms for all committees, conferences, and other activities. The local 
committee was most attentive to the comfort of delegates and visitors, 
and anticipated many of their wants. Meals were excellent, and the 
Fellowship Hall on the second floor of the educational building was 
a bright and airy dining room. 


Salem church organized in 1890 and became a member of the 
Synod in 1893. Pastors have been the Rev. R. L. Leatherman, G. H. 
Trabert, E. F. Marker, and the present incumbent, the Rev. Paul 
Luther Wetzler. The present building was erected in 1904. The en- 
trance and educational building were added this year. The Synod 
has met here four times previously, i.e., in 1895, 1902, 1906 and 1920. 
The General Council met here in 1909. 


The present membership of the congregation is something over 


1100. 


a 
4 
§ Bite at 
é| 
ee 
4 
Tin it 
% 
+% 
> 
2 
* 
SEE 
| 
A 
43 


DIRECTORY OF THE SYNOD 


President 


The Rev. R. H. Gerberding, D. D.. 3512 Girard Ave., So., Minneapolis. 


Minnesota. 


Secretary 


The Rev. Wm. F. Bacher, D. D., 2131 N. 37th St., Milwaukee, Wis- 


consin. 


Treasurer 
Mr. J. K. Jensen, Janesville. Wisconsin. 


The Executive Committee and the Synodical Board of Home Missions 
The olitines of the Synod. 


The presidents of the Conferences. 
Mr. H. G. Olsen. 5129 N. Elkhart Ave., Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
Dr. L. V. Downing. 1407 W. Lake St., Minneapolis, Minnesota. 


‘(CONFERENCES 
Central 


President, the Rev C. H. Bartsch, 2730 E. 31st St., Minneapolis, 


Minnesota. 
Secretary, the Rev. A. H. G. Gijevre. Lakeville, Minnesota. 


Wisconsin 


President, the Rev. John I. Meck, 1320 Deane Blvd., Racine. 
Secretary, the Rev. I. R. Kraemer, 506 Grand Ave., Waukesha, Wis- 


consin. 


Western 


President, the Rev. Gocdiwin T. Olson, 1304—4th Ave., No. Great 
Falls, Montana. 
_ Secretary, the Rev. D. N. Jensen, 18 Conklin Avian, Grand Forks, 
North Dakota. 
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4 SYNOD OF THE NORTHWEST 


NORTHWESTERN LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


| Board of Directors 
The Rev. Paul Luther Wetzler 


The Rev. H. G, Koch The Rev. Wm. Niebling 
The Rev. H. C. Rex 
Examining 
The Rev. G. W. Genszler, D.D. The Rev. A. A. Zinck, D.D. 


Paul Wagner Roth, D.D. 
The Rev. W. P. Christy, D.D. 


The Rev. 


On Constitution 


Wa. F. Bacher, D.D. The Rey. P. H. Roth, 
Mr. J. K. Jensen 


The Rev. 


On Budget 


Mr. George Hemsing 
The Rev. C. C. Roth, D.D. 
Dr. L. V. Downing | 


Mr. J. K. Jensen 
Mr. J. W. Jouno 


The Rev. C. L. Grant, D.D. 


D.D. 


1942 


Term expires 

The Rev. A. A. Zinck, D.D. ...... ..Term expires 1942 

Mr. H. H. Swanson, Red Wing .. ..Term expires 1942 

Mr. George Hemsing, Milwaukee .................. vecsocseeeeeLerm expires 1942 

The Rev. W. P. Christy, D.D., President . <as eapaidauakinkiabios Term expires 1941 

The Rev. Paul Wagner Roth, D.D., Vice President ........ Term expires 1941 
Mr. J. Jensen, Treasurer ........... ..ferm expires 1941 

Mr. J. W. Jouno, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.. Sane Rongourentrs ......Lerm expires 1941 

Term expires 1940 
_ Mr. Fred C. Mueller, Secretary, Minneapolis....................Term expires 1940 

Mr. Norton Williams, Neenah, Wisconsin ........................ Term expires 1940 

Faculty 

The Rev. P. H. Roth, D.D., President and Professor of Historical Theology. 

The Rev. H. B. Reed. D. D., Professor of Old Testament. 

The Rev. J H Dressler, D.D., Professor of Practical Theology. 

The Rev. A. C. P. Hays, Professor of New Testament. 

The Rev. J. J. Raun, Ph.D., Professor of Systematic Theology. 

STANDING COMMITTEES 
On Reception of Congregations 
The Rev. H. B. Reed, D.D. The Rev. E. L. Moerke 
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MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA, 1939 


On Proctocol and Printed Minutes 
| | The Rev. E. J. Johnson 
The Rev. H. J. Motz-kus The Rev. W. M. Stuhr 


Statistician 


Mr. Charles A. Gottschalk, 1304 Westlawn Avenue. Racine Wisconsir 


On Conferences 


The Rev. Emil Neuhardt : 
The Rev. J. R. Sonnenberg The Rev. R. H. G. Weng 


Historian 
The Rev. F. O. Broesicke | 


Necrologist 
The Rev. W. H. Clement 
Archivist 
The Rev. J. H. Dressler, D.D. 


Liturgical Committee 


The Rev. H. T. Rasmussen 
The Rev. W. H. Gruhn The Rev. A. C. Baumgaertner 


Committee on Exhibit 
The Rev. C. A. Miley 


The Rev. R. W. Roth The Rev. John Shannon 
Publicity 
The Rev. Garrett F. Genszler The Rev. R. Bertram Reed 
The Rev. H. J. Motz-kus : 
On the Inner Mission — 
The Rev. C. T. Breest 
The Rev. E. J. Wackernagel The Rev. A. C. Baughman 
Mr. A. M. Madsen, St. Paul | The Rev. J. F. Fedders, DD.D. 
The Rev. G. T. Olson | Mr. J. W. Jouno, Milwaukee 
The Rev. Carl Almere Mr. John King, Fargo 


On Foreign Missions 


The Rev. J. F. Marlatte 
The Rev. Wm. P. Gerberding | The Rev. Wm. Niebling 
The Rev. E. R. Wicklund The Rev. D. N. Jensen 
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6. SYNOD OF THE NORTHWEST 


On Cooperation with State Luther Leagues 
The Rev. Paul Feustel 


The Rev. H. S. Holman The Rev. N. K. Feddersen 
The Rev. John Shannon _ | The Rev. H. J. Schmid 
The Rev. E. M. Bakken | The Rev. Earl J. Johnson 
The Rev. L. G. Cloninger The Rev. L. G. Bald 


On Parish and Church Schools 


: The Rev. J. F. Fedders, D.D. 
Mr. A. J. Thisted, Alden, Minnesota The Rev. R. W. Groth 
The Rev. L. C. Burns Mr. Davis Frieberg, Milwaukee 
The Rev. M. A. Haker The Rev. F. W. Ihlenfeld 


- On Students in Non-Lutheran Schools 


The Rev. H. N. Stoffel 
The Rev. A. A. Zinck, D.D. The Rev. H. D. Amundson 
The Rev. E. J. Blenker Dr. E. A. Uber, Milwaukee 


On Students for the Ministry 
The Rev. John I. Meck 

The Rev. J. H. Dressler, D.D. The Rev. F. H. Clutz 
Mr. Norton Williams, Neenah, Wis. Dr. L. V. Downing, Minneapolis 

| On Cooperation with the Board of Ministerial Pensions and Relief 

‘The Rev. F. A. Berg 
The Rev. C. A. Piel, D.D. The Rev. H. C. Rex 
On Architecture 


The Rev. Paul Wagner Roth, D.D. 
The Rev. B. J. Stecker Dr. L. V. Downing, Minneapolis 


Transportation Secretary 
_ The Rev. Paul Luther Wetzler 


Committee on Bequests 


The Rev. George B. McCreary 
The Rev. Paul E. Bishop The Rev. W. P. Christy, D. D. 


Mr. J. W. Jouno | Mr. J. J. Wuerthner — 
On Reference and Counsel 


| | The Rev. H. B. Reed, D.D. 
The Rev. C. C. Roth Mr. H. G. Olsen, Milwaukee 
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MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA, 1939 7 


On Cociiiaaiied with State Brotherhoods 


Mr. Cari Anderson. Holy Trinity, Minnessialil 
Mr. C. M. Lawson, North St. Paul Mr. G. A Sonnenberg, Kenosha 
Mr. A. C. Sorenson, Ascension, St. Paul Mr Hugh Sharp, Milwaukee 
The Rev. F. H. Clutz Mr. Roy Miller, Neenah 


The Rev. R. H. G. Weng ~The Rev. S. H. Roth 
The Rev. Gottfried Kempf 


On Cooperation with the Women’s Missjonary Society 
The Rev. P. E. Bishop The Rev. W. P. Christy, D.D. 
The Rev. W. H. Clement The Rev. D. N. Jensen 
On Church Music 
: The Rev. C. B. Lund 

Mr. L. B. Goodrich, Milwaukee The Rev. A. E. Birch 

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 

The Rev. R. H. Gerberding, D.D. 


The Rev. Paul H. Roth, D.D. Mr. C. E. Anderson, Minneapolis 
The Rev. R. W. Groth Dr. Joseph Hoffman, Milwaukee 
‘The Rev. W. H. Clement | The Rev. L. G. Cloninger 
The Rev. Geo. B. McCreary* — Mr. J. K. Jensen*, Janesville 
The Rev. Paul Luther Wetzler* Mr. C. A. Gottschalk*, Racine 
| *Appointed 


Department on the Reduction of Church Debts 


: The Rev. S. H. Roth 
The Rev. E. R. Wicklund | The Rev.B. J. Stecker 
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OF THE NORTHWEST 


MINUTES 


of the 


Forty-Ninth Annual Convention 


The Forty-ninth Annual Convention of the English Evan- | 


gelical Lutheran Synod of the Northwest was opened in Salem 


English Lutheran Church, West Twenty-Eighth Street and 
Lyndale Ave., So., Minneapolis, Minn., the Rev. Paul L. 
Wetzler, pastor on oo morning, May 2, 1939 at 10:30 
o clock. 


The Rev. Wm. F. Bacher, D. D., conducted the confes- 


sional service. 


The Rev. R. H. Gerberding, D. D., preached the sermon, 
“Low Ceiling’, using as his text verse 2 chapter 8 of the book 
of Haggai. 


The Holy Communion Service was conducted by the Rev. 
Wm. H. Gable, the Rev. Cc. H. Bartsch and the Rev. J. I. 
Meck. 


TUESDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 
iv Salem Church 
Minneapolis, Minn., May 2, 1939 


The opening devotions were conducted by the Rev. Theo. 
Foreid after which the convention was formally opened by 
President Gerberding according to the prescribed order. 

The Secretary presented the 


REPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE 


- Your committee begs to report that the credentials of 70 delegates have 
been received and examined. The roll of the Synod is ready to be called. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) WM. F. BACHER, 
Chairman 


On motion the report was adopted. 


The roll was called. 
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MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA, 1939 9 


1928/1928 


DELEGATES 
PASTORS PARISHES 
Wm. F. Bacher, D.D._- 11889/1908 | | See’y Soa Milwaukee, Wis. 
G. W. Genszler, D.D. 1899|1918| G. W. Genszler. Jr. | Holy Communion ---Racine, Wis. 
H. B. Reed; 1899/1922 | Prof. Minneapolis, Minn. 
August | C. Elliot Redeemer-_ --S. S. Milwaukee, Wis 
P. W. Roth, D.D.-- -~~|1903 1912 | Wm. Poenischen .___Milwaukee, Wis. 
H. W. Saeger_--_- ~~ |1903}1926 | Mukwonago, Wis. 
E. J. Wackernagel-_--- 1904|1923 | A. W. Dahlberg Holy Communion_._Minneapolis, Minn. 
W. H. Gable____-- Indian Mission_____- Rocky Boy, Mont. 
P. H. Roth, D.D 1906}1906 Prof. Minneapolis, Minn. 
....... __-11906/1929 | Advent ......Cedarburg, Wis. 
Edwin F. 11907/1919 | H. A. Swanson St. Paul’s_ -Red Wing, Minn. 
VYoeiders, D.D. 1911/1912 Dr. Jos. E. Hoffman) Lake Park Milwaukee, Wis. 
1911/1922. | No Parke: Minneapolis, Minn. 
1918/1918 | H. A. Jensen Grace, .....-Racine, Wis. 
E. Bosserman__ 1918/1917 _Trinity- .--Appleton, Wis. 
C. Rex** 1914|1914; J. C. Schlueter** St. Peter’s_ Janesville, Wis. 
as. L. Grant, D. D. ~-----]1914]1914 | Adolph Koch Faith- St. Paul, Minn. 
Wm. Swanstrom Faith— St. Paul, Minn. 
F. Marlatte__-. 1914/1920 Redeemer - ----Minneapolis. Minn. 
._ H. Gerderding, D.D._._.~_/1915|1922 | J. K. Jensen** President and Treasurer Synod. 
J. H. Dressler, Prof. Seminary_.._.Minneapolis, Minn. 
C. H. Bartsch__.__- 1916|1917 | Ray Johnson Holy Trinity -Minneapolis, Minn. 
E. M. | Glenburn Parish_________ Minot, N. D. 
a. 4. Meck .. 1916/1926 | Dr. J. F. Hammond | Atonement_ _-Racine, Wis. 
E. R. Wicklund 1917/1917 | Ben F. Cornelius St. John’s. --~Oshkosh, Wis. 
Jos. M. Ramsey* }1917|1918 | Cleveland, O. 
E. L. Moerke 1917/1920 | Manson A. Ryan Incarnation __Milwaukee, Wis. 
1917|1922 | C. T. Sund** St. Paul’s ~Neenah, Wis. 
1917|1923 Washington Park______Milwaukee, Wis. 
A. A. Zinek. D.D. 1917/1927| W. A. Weyrauch Redeemer_ Milwaukee, Wis. 
Oscar Shupe Redeemer _ ._Milwaukee, Wis. 
W. H. }1918]1918 | Lawrence Quisel Redeemer__ Livingston, Mont. 
1918}1918' Elmer Kaestner Our Savior’s__ Fond du Lac, Wis. 
W. P. Gerberding 1918/1919 , Osear Anderson Holy Trinity___ -.-St. Paul, Minn. 
1919]1923  C. E. Sodergren Salem____. Minneapolis, Minn. 
~/1919}1923 No Parish_ Minneapolis, Minn. 
1920/1981 G. Olsen Bev Milwaukee, Wis. 
1921|1921 | Leslie Janke First__ -Platteville, Wis. 
Wm. Niebling.___-_- _.11921|/1921 | Arthur Greede St. Matthew’s_ Wauwatosa, Wis. 
A. C. Milwaukee, Wis. 
H. E. Reinhardt.___.__- 1921/1921 | St. John’s_- .Duluth, Minn. 
F, O. ‘ St. Paul’s___ ..Waterloo, Wis. 
Gottfried | Martin Lange** Golgotha_____ __Milwaukee, Wis. 
C. Alton Piel, D.D. —...--~~|1922/1922 | Warren Schwartz Reformation__________ Milwaukee, Wis. 
J. W. Ziegler+ ..|1922|1922 No Parish_ ---Roseville, O. 
1923/1923 Trinity-. Lindstrom, Minn. 
Jos. Stump, Jr... --- 1923/1923 No Parish. Minneapolis, Minn. 
1924/1924 | Peter Jensen Holy Trinity Superior. Wis. 
1924/1924] F. H. Peschau Rich field___ ._Minneapolis, Minn. 
1924]1924| Dr. O. B. Gochnauer| Mt. Carmel_ -Minneapolis, Minn. 
W. J. Stromberg** __._-___- 192511925 | Edward Lindahl** Salem_ Albert Lea, Minn. 
1925/1925 | Henry Ott Holy Trinity La Crosse, Wis. 
C. F. Sehneider** —_-- _.|1926]1926 | Alvin Schumacher St. Mark’s Jefferson, Wis. 
D. H. Shelhart % 11926 1926 Synod Missionary Oshkosh, Wis. 
H J. Mots-kus. 6 1926/1986 | Monroe Brown oodale Minneapolis, Minn. | 
F. A. Berg®* _..- 1927]1927| J. K. Jensen** Atonement Beloit, Wis. 
7, A. 1927|1927 Zion Horicon, Wis. 
Emil Neuhardt.. Resurrection Minneapolis, Minn. 
A. E. Peterson _____.....--|1927|1927 | Albert Johnson Redeemer Zumbrota, Minn. 
A. G. Streich____-- : 1927/1927 | Geo. J. Aussem Pentecost Milwaukee, Wis. 
192711927 | John G. Jones St. John’s_ Lakeville, Minn. 
192711939 | Alfred Shebeck First__- Winnipeg, Manitoba 
11492811928 | Myhron Barndt St. Luke’s_ .Waukesha, Wis. 
D. E. ; No Parish Minneapolis, Minn. 
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SYNOD OF THE NORTHWEST 


ROLL OF SYOD 


PASTORS 


DELEGATES 


PARISHES 


| 


ON 


3 


Carl W. Fagerlin 
Roland H. Weng 
John P. Shannon 
Chas. P. Smith 
. F. Burmeister 
. W. Jacobson 


Genszler 


. Groth 


. Breest 


Holmquist 


Miller 


Birch 


Jensen 


. Stuhr 


Sonnenberg 


B. McCreary = 


Clutz 


Lund____ 


. Gruhn 


Baumgaertner 


Carlson** 


. Ihlenfeld 
Dehaan 


VAS! 


tanley Holman 


. Almer 


. Roth 


Reed 


ore Foreid 


Blenker** __ 


Clarence Ellis 
August Moths 


Michael Mandish 
John Feiden 
Rudolph Flug 
Frank Patzloff 
Edward Seideman 
Ray Edwards** 


Dr. M. K. Knauff 
J. E. Spangler 


M. Reed 


W. B. Johnson 
Herman Bruening, Sr 


Anton Norum 


Martin Stuhr 
John G. Kine** 


& 


Wm. Stolp 
Melvin Anderson 
Fred A. Heller 
Elmer Radmer 


Lyle Homan 


HK. S. Brooks 


L. Brophy** 


Harold L. Schlueter 
A. J. Thisted 
W. F. Grimsby 


| St. 


"Wis, 


-_West Bend, Wis, 


__-.-McConnell, Ill. 


...-.West Allis, ‘Wis, 


Beaver Dam, Wis, 


.-Great Falls, Mont. 


N. St. Paul, Minn, 


Salem-Spencer S. Dakota 


Cannon Falls, Minn, 


Resurrection— 


___Milwaukee, Wis. 


.Grand Forks, N. PD, 


St. Paul, Minn. 


First United 
Reformation 


St. Luke’s, Oxboro._._Minneapolis, Minn. 


_._.__St. Paul, Minn. 


St. John’s 


Minneapolis, Minn. 


Winona, Minn. 


..Billings, Mont. 


_._...Chicago, 


Minneapolis, Minn. 


....--Antigo, Wis, 


...._._Hartford, Wis. 
._Phillips, Wis. 


-Bailey’s Harbor, Wis. 


Swanbure, Minn. 


_...Kenosha, Wis. 


.~Kildeer, N. D. 


ae Paul, Minn. 


_....Montevideo, Minn. 


. Andrew’ s_.White Bear Lake, Minn. 
Milwaukee, Wis. 
Take of the Isles_.tMinneapolis, Minn. 
Jackson Park 


_Milwaukee, Wis. 


Milwaukee, Wis. 


.....Elkhorn, Wis. 


Ch 
Luther Memorial 


Minneapolis, Minn. 


ME, 


*Excused from all sessions. 
**Excused from one or more sessions 


+Absent without excuse. 


Pastor H. T. Rasmussen presented 


THE REPORT OF THE LITURGICAL COMMITTEE 


_ Your committee respectfully reports that all the necessary appointments 
and arrangements have been made according to the instructions of the Synod. 


Respectfully submitted, 
_ (Signed) ri. T. RASMUSSEN, 
Chairman 


On motion the report was adopted. 
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President Gerberding then preneiains the program for this 
convention. 


On motion the program was adopted. 


The President then announced the committees for this 
convention as follows: 


Nominating: The presidents of the conferences together with Dr. O. B. 
Gochnauer and H. G. Olsen. 


President’s Report: Dr. C. A. Piel, John G. King, Monroe Brown, Henry 
Ott, and Pastors A. H. G. Gjevre, G. T. Olson and C. B. Lund. 


Excuses: Pastors N. K. Feddersen and Messrs. H. F. Schlueter and John 
Feiden. 


Travel Expense: Pastor F. A. Berg, H. N. Miller and Pastor W. P. 
Gerberding. 


: ae Pastors Lyle C. Burns, H. 1. Schmid. and W. H. Clement and 


Messrs. E. C. Seideman and Arthur Greede. 


Elections: Pastors J. E. Dehaan and Messrs. Michael Mandish and Alfred 
Schebek. 


Credentials: The Secretary and Messrs. G. W. Genszler, Jr. and A. J. 
Thisted. | 


Dr. H. B. Reed presented 
THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RECEPTION OF 


CONGREGATIONS 


Bethlehem English Evangelical Lutheran Church of Portage, Wisconsin, 
has applied for membership in this Synod. This congregation was or- 
ganized by the Rev. D.-H. Shelhart, Synodical Missionary, on November 
27, 1938, with a charter membership of 68. The membership at present 


is 90. 
The Rev. R. W. Roth, assistant niin of St. Paul’s Church, Neenah, 


- Wisconsin, was called to become pastor of this parish, and took charge 
April 15. : 


Bethlehem Church has adopted the Constitution and the by-laws recom- 
mended by the Executive Board of the United Lutheran Church. We 
recommend that this congregation be received and that its delegate be 


seated. 
Respectfully submitted, 


(Signed) H. B. REED, 
Chairman 


On motion the report was adopted. 
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12 SYNOD OF THE NORTHWEST > 


The President granted the privileges of the floor to the 


following visiting pastors: Dr. H. H. Bagger, Dr. R. G. 


Schultz, Dr. Arbaugh, Dr. C. A. Naumann, Geo. C. Koehler, 
Henry W. Eggler and John Hanson. 


Dr. Gerberding ies presented the 


REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT 


For the fifth time the Synod meets as the guest of Salem Church, 
Minneapolis. The intervals, going backwards, are 19 years, 14, 4. and 
8. In 1894 and 1902, with eleven and twenty-six representatives present 
from nine and twenty-one congregations, respectively, the original church 
building housed the conventions. The conventions of 1906, and 1920, as 


well as this one, were in this sanctuary, but without the embellishments 


that have been added to it this year or the excellent facilities afforded us 
in the new educational building for our present meeting. In 1906, 46 dele- 
gates. clerical and Jay, represented the 31 congregations comprising the 
Synod; in 1920, 98 for 55 congregations, and today we have some 170 ac- 
credited representatives of 104 congregations. The confirmed membership 
of the congregation was at the respective years of prior conventions, 50, 
170, 318 and 483. At present it is something over 1100. The benevo- 


ences grew also: $116, $235, $783, $874. and $2,437 (the last two for 


General Fund only). : | 
The Synod grew correspondingly. The first convention here repre- 


sented 532 confirmed members, the second 2,537, the third 4,572, the fourth 
15,685 and this one 42,655. Again it may be sajd, as has been the case 
wherever the Synod has met, that the growth of the entertaining congre- 
gation has been typical of the growth of the whole Synod. This con- 
gregation continues to qrow. and at an accelerating rate. The Synod also 
continues to grow, and no limit is in sight. The motto placed on its seal 
still is true: “Behold I set before thee an open door and no man can shut 
it’. May the progress in numbers and in evangelistic zeal evident in 
Salem church always characterize the whole Synod. We thank Pastor 
Wetzler and his associates, not only for their hospitality, but for the 
example of aood stewardship they are setting before us here. — 


OFFICIAL ACTS 


The following data concerning your president's official acts is re- 
guired by the constitution of the Synod: 

In the twelve months from May 1, 1938, to April 30, 1939, he has 
been in personal touch with fifty-eight of the congregations of the Synod 
through the following activities: He has preached fifty-three sermons, 
made thirty-six addresses, delivered nine lectures, officiated at eight ser- 
vices of the Holy Communion, attended fifteen meetings of church coun- 
cils and five of congregations, attended six meetings of the conferences 
and five conventions of auxiliaries; represented the Synod or United Luth- 
eran Church in seven contacts with external groups or activities; officiated 
at one funeral of a pastor and spoke at one of a prominent layman; offi- 


| 
54 
. 
4 
= 
te 
2 Sir + 
‘ 
| 
4 
Be 
: 
ms 
LES 
ag 
; 
4 
3 
ti 
AS 
| 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA, 1939 | 13 


ciated at two weddings, one of a pastor, three baptisms of pastors’ chil- 
dren, and made twelve calls on sick pastors. 

He has maintained the synodical office, cared for all correspondence 
and edited the Synodical Bulletin; acted as Superintendent of Home Mis- 
sions..chairman of the Stewardship committee and of the delegation to the 
Baltimore convention of the United Lutheran Church, and attended innum- 
erable meetings of committees, and boards, and held many personal con- 
ferences with pastors and other representatives of Church agencies. 

The following is a list of events affecting the roll of the Synod and 
the life of the congregations: 


The Rev. Paul Reed Siebert, D.D., August 12, 1938; funeral August 
15. Sermons by Pastors Streich and Niebling and the president. 


Honorable Dismissal 


Wendt. the Rev. Erwin A.. March 20, 1939. to the Rocky Mountain 
Synod, where he serves a church in El Paso, Texas. 


Ordination 


The Rev. Charles F. Burmeister. called to Jackson Park church, Mil- 
waukee, at St. Peter’s church, Janesville, Wisconsin, during the Fall meet- 
ing of the Wisconsin Conference; by the president of the Synod, assisted 
by Pastors Meck, Bacher, Kempf, P. W. Roth and Stecker. 


Changes of Pastors within the Synod, with Installations 


The Rev. Carl W. Fagerlin, ‘newly ordained, called to Mt. Olive, 
Montevideo. Minnesota, effective May 1, 1938. Installed May 15 by the 
president, assisted by the Rev. A. C. P. Hays.., 

The Rev. Earl J. Johnson, installed at Epiphany, Minneapolis, May 
22, by the president, assisted by Conference President C. H. Bartsch. 

The Rev. R. H. G. Weng, newly ordained, called to St. Andrew's, 
White Bear Lake, Minnesota, effective May 1, 1938. Installed May 22 
by the president, assisted by the Rev. J. H. Dressler, D.D. 

The Rev. John Shannon, newly ordained, called as assistant pastor at 
Redeemer, Milwaukee effective May 8, 1938. Installed May 29 by the 
president, assisted by the Rev. A. A. Zinck, D.D. 

: The Rev. I. R. Kraemer, called to St. Luke's, Waukesha effective 
May 1. 1938. Installed June 12 by the President, assisted by Conference 
president John I. Meck and vice president C. C. Roth. 


The Rev. A. E. Birch, from the Lake of the Isles church, Minneapolis, 


to Resurrection, Milwaukee, effective June 1, 1938. Installed June 19, by 


the president. assisted by the Rev. Wm. Niebling. 


The Rev. H. Stanley Holman, from assistant pastorate of Redeemer 


Milwaukee to Trinity. Kenosha. effective May 8, 1938. Installed June 19 
by the president, assisted by Conference president John I. Meck and 
vice president C. C. Roth. 


The Rev. Wm. P. Gerberding, from St. ‘Mark's. Fargo to Holy Trinity, 


* 
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St. Paul, effective August 15, 1938. Installed August 28 by the president, 


assisted by the Rev. J. H. Dressler, D.D. 

| The Rev. D. H. Shelhart, from St. John’s, Beaver Dam, Wisconsin, to 
become Synodical Missionary, effective June 1, 1938. Installed September 
20 by the president, assisted by the Rev. B. J. Stecker, and the Rev. 
Gottfried Kempf. 

The Rev. C. F. Burmeister, newly ordained, called to Jackson Park, © 
Milwaukee, effective September 1, 1938. Installed September 25 by the 
president, assisted by the Rev. Paul Wagner Roth, D.D. 

The Rev. Edwin Moll, D.D., of the staff of the Board of American 
Missions, called to Luther Memorial, Madison, Wisconsin, on September 
7. 1938. Installed October 26 by the president of the Synod. 

The Rev. T. S. Rees, from First English, Winnipeg, to St. John’s, 
Beaver Dam, effective October 5. Installed October 23 by the president 
of the Synod. 

The Rev. F. W. Ihlenfeld, Faith, Winona, to St. 
Mark's, Fargo, effective January 15, 1939. Installed January 22 by the 
president, assisted by the Rev. P. H. Roth, D.D. 

The Rev. C. Alton Piel, D.D., from St. John’s, Elkhorn, Wisconsin, 
to Reformation, Milwaukee, effective February 1, 1939. Installed Feb- 
ruary 12 by the president, assisted by Conference president mag I. Meck 


and former pastor C. A. Naumann, D.D. 


The Rev. L. G. Bald, from Des Plaines, Illinois, to First English, Win- 
nipeg. effective December 1, 1938. Installed December 11 by the presi- 
dent of the Synod. 


Rev. H. D. Amundson, frou Grace, Alden, to Faith, 
Winona, effective April 15, 1939. Installed April 16 by the president. 


The Rev. R. W. Roth, from assistant pastorate of St. Paul's, Neenah, 
Wisconsin, to Bethlehem, Portage, effective April 15. 


The Rey. Clarence B. Lund, from Redeemer, Hartford, Wisconsin, to 
St. John’s, Elkhorn, effective May 15, 1939. | 


Vacancies in Congregations 


Trinity, Church’s Ferry, N. D., since November 1, 1935. Supplied 
by the Rev. O. R. Swenson, Cando, N. D. 


Hope, Minneapolis, since October 1, 1936, supplied by student M. O. 
Lee of Northwestern Seminary. 


Mound’s View, Ramsey County, Minnesota, since September 1, 1937, 
supplied by student A. B. Midland of Northwestern Seminary. | 


Grace, Alden, Minnesota, since April 15, 1939. 
Redeemer, Hartford, Wisconsin, after May 15, 1939. 


Pastors without Charges 
Ziegler, the Rev. John W., since June 30, 1930: caring for aged parents. 
Eckhoff, the Rev. Carl, since March 1, 1936; available for call. 
Stump, the Rev. Joseph, Jr., since March 15, 1936; doing evangelistic 
work. | | 
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Engdahl, the Rev. David E., since October 1, 1936: available for 


supply work. 

Jensen, the Rev. Ellis E., since September 15, 1937: available for call; 
has just completed advanced study. 
Lee, the Rev. A. P., since April 15, 1938: doing evangelistic work- 


Ramsey, the Rev. Joseph M., since 1920: editor minister’s magazine 


and books. 
Applicants for Admittance 


Congregation: 

Bethlehem, Portage, Wisconsin, organized November 27. 1938, as a 
result of the labors of Synodical Missionary D. H. Shelhart. 68 or- 
ganizers. 


Ministers: 

Raun, the Rev. J. J., Ph. D.., of dogmatics at 
Lutheran Theological Seminary, Minneapolis; — dismissed by the 
California Synod, ULCA. 

_ Moll, the Rev. Edwin, D. D.. pastor of Luther Memorial church, Madi- 
son, Wisconsin; honorably dismissed by the Illinois Synod, ULCA. 
| Bald, the Rev. Louis G., pastor of First English Lutheran church, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba; honorably dismissed by the Illinois Synod. 

Seebach, The Rev. Harvey C., student pastor at Carleton College, 

Northfield, Minnesota; former member of Missouri Synod. 
Graduates from Northwestern Seminary: | 


Hansen, Finn H., subject to call. 

Jacobson, Lloyd, approved in 1938, subject to call. 

Masted, Julius, approved in 1938, subject to call. — 

Jacobson, J. Woodrow, called to assistant pastorate of Epiphany, Mil- 
waukee. | 

Staley, Lance, S., subject to call. 

acmeuen Clemens H., subject to call. 


Property 


Substantial improvements in church properties have sides place 


throughout the year, many of them recognized with appropriate services 
and ceremonies which have been reported in the Synodical Bulletin. It is 
therefore necessary here only to mention them for record: 


New Church: Calvary church of Cahill, associated with Woodale. 
Minneapolis, is completing a new church building, soon to be dedicated. 


Remodeled churches: Salem, Minneapolis added a large parish house 


and rearranged its church building correspondingly. Calvary, Antigo, added 
a narthex, side entrance, and several rooms, remodelled its basement and 
added an inside stairway. The builing will soon be rededicated. 


Parish house: St. Mark’s, Fargo remodeled its parsonage for use as a 
parish house and dedicated it May 1, 1938. | 

New Parsonages have been acquired by St. Mark’s, Minneapolis, and 

t. Andrew’ s, White Bear Lake. 
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Redecorated churches: St. Peter’s, Janesville; Washington Park, Mil- 
waukee; Reformation, St. Paul; Redeemer, Livingston; St. Andrew's, White 
Bear Lake; Ascension, St. Paul; and Advent, Cedarburg, have redecorated 
their churches and added to their equipment in many ways. | 


Organs: Pentecost. Milwaukee; St. Mark’s, Minneapolis; and Grace, 
Alden; have installed new organs. 

Windows: St. John’s, Minneapolis, has ‘teil eight small art win- 
dows in the aisles and one large one in the clerestory. 


Kneeling benches were installed in St. James, Marinette. : 


Bequests 


Some of the above mentioned improvements were the results of he- 
quests. St. Mark’s, Minneapolis; St. Paul’s, Red Wing; Golgotha, Milwau- 
kee; and Lake Park, Milwaukee, have received substantial legacies. Lake 
Park has established a ‘foundation’ for the conservation of such receipts. 


Anniversaries 


oS a Celebrating major periods of their history, one con- 
gregation observed its 55th anniversary, two their fortieth, two the 30th 
(one of these its Sunday school's), two their 25th, one its 20th, two their 
15th and one its 13th. These have been noted in the Synodical Bulletin. 

Pastors Saeger and Koch observed the 35th and 25th, respectively, of 
their ordinations, and Pastor Wetzler the 10th of his present pastorate. 


Bereavements and Sickness 


Although a merciful Father in Heaven has spared the lives of all but 
one of our pastors, He has called home loved ones of many Pastor's fami- 
lies. Mrs. A. A. Zinck lost both her father and mother; Pastor Saeger and 
Mrs. Feddersen, Mrs. Paul R. Siebert and Pastor Carlson, their mothers, 


and Pastor Cloninger a sister. 


There has also been an unusual amount of sickness that has incapaci- 
tated pastors for work during extended periods. Notable among these cases 
have been those of Pastors Koch, Zinck, Genszler Sr., Christy and Motz-kus, 
but with thankful hearts we report the complete recovery of most of them, 
and marked improvement and hope for recovery of the others. We note 
also the recovery of all the sick in pastors’ homes, especially that of George 
Dressler, the son of our Seminary professor. after long months of hovering 
between life and death. Sincere thanks are due our Heavenly Father for 


His gracious healing. 
Special Appointments 
The following are special appointments made by your president during 


the year: 


Mr. C. E. Anderson to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of 
Mr. Harry Wilson from the executive committee of the Synod, Aug. 11, 
1938, until Fall meeting of the Central Conference. 

Dr. L. V. Downing, upon his election by the Conference to fill the 
balance of the unexpired term of Mr. Wilson, to serve on the following 
committees formerly served by Mr. Wilson: Budget a committees 
on Students for the Ministry and on Architecture. 
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The Rev. Wm. Niebling, member of committee on Reception of Con- 
gregations, to fill the unexpired term of the Rev. Paul R. Siebert, deceased. 


The Rev. H. B. Reed, D.D., chairman of the committee on Reception 


of Congregations, vice the Rev. P. R. Siebert, deceased. 

The Rev. John Shannon, on the Exhibit Committee. vice the Rev. E. 
R. Wendt, who removed from the bounds of the Synod. 

The Rev. A. H. G. Gjevre, Secretary of the Central Conference vice 
the Rev. F. W. Ihlenfeld, removed to the Western Conference. 


THE STATE OF THE CHURCH 


Since only a year ago in our review of the State of the Church we 
used the comprehensive form for gathering of data, it seemed wise to sim- 
plify the questionnaire this year. Your president took the opportunity to 
ask two questions largely for his own official information, and then a series 
of three which he felt might help him analyse for the convention one of 
the most vital criteria of the State of the Church, in so far as this Synod is 
concerned. 


Salaries 


The first question dealt with pastors’ salaries. This is an official con- 
cern of the president, for the constitution lays upon him the duty “he 
shall encourage the congregations to pay their pastors adequate salaries’. 
Of recent years, because of unsettled economic conditions he has soft- 
pedaled that phase of his responsibility except in a few outstanding cases. 
But with the conviction that the country at large is in some degree at least 
emerging from the panicky stage of the hard times, he has felt that the time 
is at hand to discourage further reductions of salaries and wherever possible 
to urge their increase. He is all too frequently impressed by pathetic de- 
privations in pastors’ homes, suffered usually without complaint but with 
real heroism. Congregations too, suffer from this condition, for many pas- 
tors are compelled to forego much calling that should be done because of 
inability to run their cars on the salaries they receive. In view of these 


conditions he is pleased to report 13 increases in the salaries of pastors, 


not counting those affected by changed locations. Unfortunately only five 
of them affected salaries below the $2, O00 mark, where there is most dire 


need. 
Vestments 


His second question had to do with ecclesiatical vestments. It was 
asked partly to ascertain trends, but largely to determine what garb a presi- 
dent should carry with him so as not to be dressed radically differently from 
others in the same chancel at any given time. The response from seventy 


pastors indicates that 12 pastors wear the surplice regularly at the chief 


service, and five more at communion and special services. Seven others 
express a wish to wear it. | 
Of those who wear the surplice eight wear stoles regularly. Thirteen 


use stoles over the black robe. | 
Forty three of the seventy wear the rabat at services; 31 of these wear 
it also during their pastoral activities, and six wear it most of the time when 


dressed. 


% 


ae 
= 
3 
‘ 
? 
> 
% 
€ 
¥ 
ay 
% 
; 
| 
> 
> 
q 


5 3 SYNOD OF THE NORTHWEST 


Your president looks upon the vestments to be worn as adiaphora. He 
laments a tendency to encourage the impression ot the ministry as. a dis- 
tinct order, or at least to becloud the precious doctrine of the priesthood of 
‘all believers. He prefers an official garb that still reveals to the congrega- 
tion that the minister is a member thereof, officiating at the congregation's 
call for the sake of good order, but not as a member of a distinct order. 


Benevolence 


His third question had to do with benevolence. It was asked because 
of his concern for that which the Baltimore convention of the Church sought 
to attain by its resolution asking Synods to agree to institute a campaign 
among all congregations in.the years 1939 and 1940 to raise 100% of their 
apportionment. Compliance \with this resolution compels a comparison be- 
tween the accomplishments df our congregations and those of the rest of 
the Church where the Synods usually pass the apportionments on to the 
congregations. Having made such a comparison he was struck with two 
significant facts. One is that our Synod ranks thirteenth among all in the 
U. L. C. A. in per capita giving of its members. That per capita is only 
60% of what it should be if this Synod is to pay its own way and also pay 
its U. L. C. A. apportionment 100%. The second discovery is that the 
majority of our congregations strike a rather definite level of per capita 
giving and have a tendency to stay at that level. The levels differ a great 
deal from one another, even those giving the most maintaining one; but the 
tendency is evidence that there is little of growth in the grace of giving in 
the majority of our churches. | 

The questionnaire was sent out with two thoughts in mind, one that 
the questions themselves, and the data that accompanied them, might stir 
the pastors to think about the situation; and the other that some clue might 
be found to a remedy for it. | 

Many of the pastors showed deep thought and considerable concern 
over the situation. But all too many indicated either an attitude of con- 
tentment over the status quo or a feeling of futility concerning any effort 
to improve it. There was general recognition that the newness of the Synod 
and especially of the great majority of its individual membership entailed 
many weaknesses, hindrances, prejudices and problems to overcome before 
the workings of the Church at large and the activities its benevolences sup- 
port can be understood and appreciated. Some of these are the tradition 
of state-supported churches in the old country, the annual family dues sys- 
tem, dependence upon an annual Mission Festival, remoteness from fellow- 
congregations and from strong centers of U. L. C. A. activity, the costs of 
getting underway as congregations, pressure to become self supporting, costs 
of building, heavy indebtedness locally, etc. Yet there was much chagrin 
and puzzlement indicated over the generally low standard of benevolent giv- 
ing. One pastor, e.g., compared the giving with the cost of a daily paper, 

to the disparagement of the former. A few blamed the economic conditions. 
Some justified it by claiming that our so-called “grace system’ encouraged 
keeping many inactive members on the rolls, thus lowering our per capita 

On the other hand, many replies attributed the fault to some kind o 
spiritual inadequacy on the part of the givers. For that some blamed the 
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pastors in general, and many took the blame themselves, as due to baffle- 


ment or lack of knowledge how to inspire their people to a better coopera- — 


tion with the general work of the Church. Lack of information, need of 
better literature. of a fresher approach, of more visits of missionaries and 
of better training for canvassers, etc., was also blamed for the condition. 
So much for the causes mentioned for the low standard of giving. 


For the tendency of congregations to form ‘grooves’ of giving from 
which they do not get out, whether they be relatively deep or relatively 
shallow, the most general explanation was the natural conservatism of hu- 
man nature. The next most general was the pressure of personal and con- 
gregational financial problems. The third was self-satisfaction of pastors, 
and the fourth an unsatisfactory quality of the presentation of the matter to 
the membership of the churches. As remedies to this condition the general 
feeling of those who had evidently put deep thought into the problem was 
that some fresh approach must be made constantly, through better litera- 
ture, more dramatic presentations, a constant year-round preaching of stew- 
ardship, presentation of tithing and acceptance of it, personal conference be- 
tween “experts” and church councils, and more authority exercised by syno- 
dical officers. There were surprisingly many suggestions of the need of a 
goal, such as a congregational apportionment. The methods and enthusiasm 
of the Women’s Missionary Society was held up by several as an example 
as to how to do it. Many single and more or less radical suggestions were 
made, such as the publication of a daily U. L. C. A. newspaper or the em- 
ployment of a synodical superintendent of finance. More charts, less preach- 
ing, said one. But here again many suggested spiritual improvement, first 
in the ministry, and secondly in the workers such as councilmen and can- 
vassers, and thirdly among the members of the congregation in general. 


Your president's appraisal of the replies is that the whole problem is 
- essential a spiritual one. He is convinced that most of the members of our 
congregations have in them the spirit of the good Samaritan. They will not 
pass by on the other side if they actually see a fellow human being in need. 
They appreciate to some degree the blessings of the grace the Church is 
ministering to them in Christ Jesus. If they can be made to see in their 
minds’ eyes the needy ones that they can help to this same grace through 
their gifts, they will give, and give sacrificially. Their eyes are blinded, 
however, by many of the things mentioned on the questionnaires. It is a 
problem for administrators, pastors, councilmen, and all church leaders to 
open their eyes to the real connection between Christ's gifts to them and the 
need of a sinsick world. That connection is made by a well organized Church 
such as ours. Constant and untiring preaching of grace, of sanctification, of 
discipleship, of apostleship, of the priesthood of believers, of the mystical 


_ union, of judgement and salvation, definitely applied to giving and to the 


works of our boards and agencies, will under God bring forth abundance 
from our people. May this convention and its program help us all to see 
and do our part and to influence those at home to unite with us in it to 
make per capitas and apportionments and excuses and failures unnecessary, 
in such benevolence as will glorify the Name of Christ and build up His 
Kingdom worthily. 
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At the close of another elective term your president again wishes to 
thank the Synod for the privilege it gave him of serving its pastors and 
congregations, and especially for the tolerance shown in his failures and 
for the whole hearted cooperation and confidence usually accorded him. It 
‘is a joy and pleasure to feel the spirit of fellowship in prayer, activity and 
progress that is evident throughout the Synod and between its parts and 
your president. He gladly submits himself again to your review and his 
future work to the gracious will of the Lord. | 


Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) R.H. GERBERDING, 


President 


| On motion the report was referred to the Committee on 
President's Report. 


Mr. J. K. Jensen presented | 
THE REPORT OF THE TREASURER 


For the Fiscal Year, January 21, 1938 to January 20, 1939 


RECEIPTS 
Contributions from Congregations and Sunday Schools 
For: | 
United Lutheran Church . = $35,737.27 
Ministerial Education ...... 
President’s Salary | 4,006.34 
Home Missions ...... 
Northwestern Seminary ...... 16,035.42 
Inner Missions ................ 
Contingent Fund ...... 100.98 
Total for General Fund .... Success $7 1.474.54 
For: 
Delegates’ Travelido Expenses $ 795.99 
Transfer to Designated Beneficiaries: tes | 
Ministerial Education .. pas 450.00 
Ministerial Pensions 33.07 
Lutheran Welfare Soc. in Twin Cities oc OD 
Nachusa Orphanage .... 415.93 
National Lutheran Council ..... : 22.50 
Anniversary Appeal ............ 
Milwaukee Inner Mission Soctety . © @2283 
Board of American Missions ..... a 188.22 


St. Peter's, Milwaukee 401.83 
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Epiphany, Milwaukee Student Aid Fund........ — 124.69 

Total Contributions from Congregations | 
Other Contributions 
For Transfer to Designated Beneficiaries: _ 
Collection at Synod for General Fund .............. $ 118.32 
W. M. S.—Wis. Conf. for Wisconsin 
Conterence Fiome Minions 289.51 


Luther League of Wis. for Foreign Missions.... 89.00 
From Miscellaneous Sources: : 


For Ballantine, Alberta ...................... . 200.00 
ror Foreign Missiogs 87.00 
ror: General Fuad 26.00 
For Anniversary Appeal 65.57 
For Miscellaneous Purposes ...............-..---.00..:. 31.00 


Total Other Contributions ..... 


Total Contributions 


Other Receipts 


St. Andrew's, Lincolntown, on mortgage ..............-- $ 40.00 
Shelhart, to apply on note 62.50 
Pacific Seminary, to apply on note .................--.---+-- 10.00 
Trinity, Kenosha, repayment to Wis. Conf. Lot 


Refunds for printed matter ....c..ciccccccccsceeecndsccsncese | 12.83 | 


Refunds of miscellaneous 208.55 


Total Other Receipts Co 


Total Cash Receipts from all sources ....................---. 
Less cash overdraft at beginning of year.................... 


From General Fund: 
United Lutheran Church ................ $34,809.43 
Current Expense ..... aes 5,191.65 
Ministerial Education .....................- 925.00 
President's Salary 
Northwestern Seminary .................. 12,966.40 
Carthage College ... 


906.40 


$ 86,448.71 


358.88 


5.63 
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Total General Fund Disbursements ........$71,521.35 
Transfer to Designated Beneficiaries trom | 
contributions by congregations ...........: . 13,145.65 
[ransfer to Designated Beneficiaries | 
contributions other than congregations.... 472.57 
Ilo Epiphany, Minneapolis, note receivable 71.09 
To D. H. Shelhart, note receivable .... 150.00 
To Mt. Carmel, Minneapolis, mortgage 1,000.00 
_ From W. M. S.—Wis. Conf. 
To Trinity, Marshfield “ 200.00 
To Calvary, Antigo 300.00 
From Lutheran Development Soc. Pund 
overarak at close of year .................................. 988.55 


DETAILED STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS FROM 
CONGREGATIONS AND SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


General Fund Specials 
Ascension, St. Paul .. iecasubocanaans 306.7 1 24.96 
Atonement, Beloit ........ 862.16 308.01 
2,124.91 
Bay Shore, Milwaukee — 431.44 313.80 
Calvary, Antigo ..... 258.45 9.19 
Christ, Salem .. 151.93 10 
Emanuel, Menominee 95.06 8.23 
Epiphany, Milwaukee  ..... 4,894.71 1,758.46 
Epiphany, Minneapolis. ..... 
Faith, St. Paul 1,225.00 426.65 
Faith, Swanburg .......... 35.00 8.60 
Faith, Winona .... 237.36 3.92 
First, Billings ........... 341.88 1.25 
First, Cannon Falls“. 153.89 15.00 
First, Platteville ‘ 158.16 17.87 
First English, Winnipeg ....... 280.97 
First United, Sheboygan ................. se 493.01 240.61 
Grace, Alden 230.08 63.90 
Grace, Kenosha ‘1,459.35 51.45 
Grace, Mildred : 13.80 1.10 
Holy Communion, Minneapolis 221.73 20.82 
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St. Luke’s, Goodhue . 166.14 
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Holy Trinity, La Crosse ......... ; 667.07 70 
Holy Trinity. Marshall .... — 65.76 35.49 
Holy Trinity, Minneapolis 278.31 
Holy Trinity, St. Paul ............. 1,258.08 75.55 
Holy Trinity, Superior ... 
Immanuel, Bailey's Harbor ..... 120.34 47.39 
Incarnation, Milwaukee ............ 286.21 33.57 
Jackson Park. Milwaukee 152.48 5.45 
Lake of Isles, Minneapolis ..... : ad 123.19 10.00 
Lake Park, Milwaukee 4,317.34 1,525.92 
Luther Memorial, Madison ............ . 1,439.32 
Mt. Carmel, Minneapolis since 345.68 18.77 
Mt. Olive, Montevideo .... 
Mt. Olive, Mukwonago . 
Our Saviour’s, Fond du Lac 408.55 17.33 
Pentecost, Milwaukee  .... 736.18 103.01 
Redeemer, Hartford ........ 119.17 17.39 
Redeemer, Milwaukee 7,746.02 3,479.63 
Redeemer, So. Side, Milwaukee .........................-20--- 372.48 55.32 
Reedeemer, Minneapolis .................. 364.84 
Gumbrote. 100.92 2.00 
Reformation, Milwaukee ....................- 207.15 
Reformation, St. Paul .... 1,518.16 325.93 
Resurrection, Milwaukee ..... 545.51 53.66 
Resurrection, Minneapolis 146.11 2.38 
Richfield, Minneapolis .. 401.67 14.09 
St. Andrew’s, Lincolntown .............. 
St. James, Marinette .......... snieleuliig : 430.86 22.56 
St. John’s, Beaver Dam ........ . > 2.25 
st. John's Great. Falls 33.05 
St. John’s, Killdeer 217.44 17.64 
St. John’s, Lakeville 105.29 43.90 
St. John’s Minneapolis 1,511.69 29.48 
St. John's, Phillips .............. 75.49 40.59 
St. John’s, Polar ..... 85.95 36.72 
St. John’s, Stacy .... 68.87 12.26 
23.54 
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‘St. Paul's, Neenah . 


_ Trinity, West Bend 


Ascension, St. Paul . 


Faith, Winona 


- First, West Allis ... 
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St. Luke's, Oxboro 


St. Luke's, | 


St. Mark's, Fargo .. 


St. Mark’s, Grand Forks ee 


St. Mark's, Jefferson 


St. Mark’s, Minneapolis . 


St. Mark's, No. St. Paul 
St. Matthew's, Spencer 


St. Matthew's, Wauwatosa 


St. Paul's, Red Wing 


St. Paul’s, Waterloo 


St. Peter's, Janesville 
St. Peter's, Milwaukee . 


Trinity, Appleton 


Trinity, Church's Ferry 


Trinity, Eckman . 
Trinity, Glenburn 


‘Trinity, Kenosha ..... 


Trinity, Lansford 
Trinity, Lindstrom 


Trinity, Long Lake 


Trinity, Marshfield . 


Washington Park, Milwaukee .. 


Woodale, Minneapolis 


Zion, Horicon 


Totals from Congregations 


77.90 


770.50 | 


1,975.74 
525.48 
254.11 
532.14 
511.96 
132.10 

1,549.84 


1,627.10 


795.12 
431.54 
977.36 


190.34 


154.67 
4.15 


40.66 


236.13 
18.84 
555.58 


49.91 | 


110.07 
312.69 
724.97 


411.68 


Sunday Schools 


Atonement, Beloit .. 


Atonement, Racine . 


Bay Shore, Milwaukee .... 


Calvary, Antigo 


Christ, Salem Al 


Emanuel, Menominee 
Epiphany, Milwaukee . 


Epiphany, Minneapolis 


Faith, St. Paul 


Faith, Swanburg .... 


Faith, Walters ...... 


First, Billings 
First, Cannon Falls ...... 


First, Platteville - 
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First English, Winnipeg ........ 
First United, Sheboygan 
Grace, Kenosha ............ 114.28 75.00 
Holy Communion, Racine . 25.00 
Holy Trinity, La Crosse 
Holy Trinity, Marshall 5.00 
Holy Trinity, Minneapolis ...... 142.08 
Holy Trinity, St. Paul ...... 149.55 73.64 
Holy Trinity, Superior 8.50 7.85 
Hope, Minneapolis. ......... | 
Immanuel, Bailey's Harbor : 
Incarnation, Milwaukee ............ 
Jackson Park, Milwaukee ....... 34.21 3.18 
Lake of Isles, Minneapolis ........... 
Lake Park, Milwaukee .. 295.25 140.83 
mounds View, St. Paul .............. ‘ 
Mt. Olive, Mukwonago lag 
Our Saviour’s, Fond du Lac ...... 30.84 
Pentecost, Milwaukee 133.93 
Redeemer, Hartford ........ 55.25 28.85 
Redeemer, Livingston. ...... 35.16 12.49 
Redeemer, Milwaukee ...... 274.94 175.00 
Redeemer, So. Side, Milwaukee ....... 
Redeemer, Minneapolis 48.44 10.98 
Reformation, Milwaukee .. 230.88 125.00 oh 
Reformation, St. Paul ‘19.71 
Resurrection, Milwaukee 161.48 29.11 
Richfield, Minneapolis .. 107.68 13.16 
Richfield, Minneapolis (Kimball 11.08 
Salem, Albert Lea 93.66 10.48 ta 
Salem, Minneapolis .............. 281.01 4.01 
St. Andrew's, Lincolntown .... — 
St. James’, Columbus .. 
St. James’, Marinette .......... 65.81 6.58 
St. John’s, Duluth ...... 
St. John’s, Elkhorn | 38.14 10.00 
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St. John’s, Minneapolis 148.90 14.20 
St. John’s, Mound .... 
St. John’s, Oshkosh . ; 217.67 3.89 
‘'t John's, Phillips .... 16.36 
St. John’s, Polar 
“t. John's, Stacey 
St. Luke’s, Goodhue . 
Be, wanes, (sboro 
St. Luke’s, Waukesha 76.70 16.81 
St. Mark's, Fargo . 163.25 32.33 
St. Mark's, So. End, Fargo. 
St. Mark’s, Grand Forks . 38.96 6.69 
St. Mark’,s Jefferson .... 61.47 
St. Mark's, Minneapolis 
St. Mark's, No. St. Paul -.- 46.56 8.54 
St. Matthew's, Spencer 
St. Matthew's, Wauwautosa ..... 142.67 15.56 
ot. Pauls, Neénah .................... 204.35 72.77 
St. Paul's, Red Wing .... 
St. Peter's, Janesville 127.95 88.87 
Trinity, Eckman . 
Trinity, Kenosha 
Trinity, Lindstrom 31.93 2.76 
Trinity, Long Lake 
Trinity, Marshfield 
Trinity, West Bend 32.71 
Washington Park, Milwaukee .. wee 
Woodale, Minneapolis 19.20 ERS 
Zion, Horicon 60.40 3.88 
Total from Sunday Schools . $ 6,034.52 $ 1,349.87 
Total from ee and Sunday | 
Schools $71,474.54 $14,067.77 | 
DETAILED STATEMENT OF CURRENT EXPENSES 
Expenses of Committees .......... 
Secretary's Salary 100.00 
Secretary’s Expenses 39.66 
President's Expenses ..... 588.82 
Treasurer's Office - Postage ...... 189.42 
Office Salary 660.00 
Printing and Stationery 22.25 
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$ 327.12 
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E. M. V. Expenses 332.41 
_ Minutes of Synod . 380.99 
Synodical Bulletin - 1496.37 . 
Student Pastor U. of Wis. 170.50 
Expense - Delegates to U.L.C.A. 616.00 
Miscellaneous ..... 88.66 
| $ 5,191.65 
BALANCE SHEET—January 21, 1939 | 
General Fund: 
Notes Receivable: 
Resurrection, Milwaukee ..... .--$ 1,500.00 
Mt. Carmel, Minneapolis 4,337.16 
Atonement, Beloit 2,000.00 
Resurrection, Minneapolis 1,800.00 
Epiphany, Minneapolis 2,311.09 
Trinity, Marshfield ........... 1,500.00 
D. H. Shelhart 87.50 eS. 
St. Andrew's, Lincolntown 360.00 $13,895.75 
Mortgages: 
St. Andrew's, Lincolntown $3,825.00 
Hope, Minneapolis . 1,000.00 4,825.00 
Payment on Mt. Carmel, Minneapolis 
mortgage purchase ..... 3,000.00 
Real Estate—Epiphany, Minneapolis 
Equipment: | 
President's Office $ 372.00 
Total General Fund Assets .................... wine 
Wisconsin Conference Lot Fund: | 
Notes Receivable: 
Pentecost, Milwaukee .......................... $ 265.09 
Trinity, Kenosha .......... ae 425.00 $ 690.09 
Mortgages: | 
First, West Allis ..................-. $1,000.00 
Resurrection, Milwaukee .-- 100,00 1,700.00 
Total Wisconsin Conference Lot Fund Assets................ $ 2,390.09 
Central Conference Lot Fund: 
Note Receivable—Hope, Minneapolis ........ 600.00 
Lutheran Development Society Fund: 
Notes Receivable: 
Hope, Minneapolis .. 
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Resurrection, Minneapolis .... | 468.12 
Woodale, St. Louis Park .... 
Total Lutheran Development Society Fund Assets........ $ 1,266.05 
Student Aid Fund: | | 
Epiphany, Milwaukee Student Notes .... 
Lake Park, Milwaukee Student Notes . Sisco 30.00 
Total Student Aid Fund Assets 895.00 
$28,138.89 
_ Liabilities and Funds Balances 
General Fund Liabilities: | 
Due Northwestern Seminary .....................-....-0.00--0.. 5,111.26 
Notes Payable: | 
s Minnesota Luther League .................. 888.00 
Board of American Missions ............ 1,500.00 24,338.00. 
Total General Fund Liabilities ........... $31,437.81 
Funds Balances: | 
Synodical Church Extension Fund ...... $ 1,776.83 
Wisconsin Conference Lot Fund ........ 2,465.09 
Central Conference Lot Fund .............. 724.40 
Lutheran Development Society Fund... 1,266.05 
Epiphany, Milwaukee Student Aid | 
Lake Park, Milwaukee Student | 
Women’s Missionary Society Fund... 367.07 
Excess of Deficit over Funds Balances : 
and Liabilities over Assets ................... 3,298.92 
Total Liabilities and Net Funds Balances ....... $28,138.89 
Respectfully submitted, 
J.. K. JENSEN, 
Treasurer 
Janesville, Wis., April 1, 1939 : 
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The Secretary read © 
THE REPORT OF THE AUDITORS 


Milwaukee, Wis., March 18, 1939 
English Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
of the Northwest 


Gentlemen: 


We have audited the accounting records of your Treasurer, Mr. J. 
K. Jensen, Janesville, Wisconsin, for the year 1938 and submit herewith our 
report including the following attached statements: 


Exhibit ““A’’—Balance Sheet as at January 21, 1939. 


' Exhibit “B’—Cash Account for the Period January 21, 1938 to Janu- 
ary 21, 1939. 


Exhibit “C’—Analysis of Changes in Surplus, January 21, 1938 to 
January 21, 1939, | 


The financial transactions of January 21, 1938 to January 21, 1939, 
both inclusive, have been included in the accounts and in this report, as 
pertaining to the year 1938. | 


These statements are in accord with the Treasurer's books of account 
and, in our opinion, are true summaries of the financial transactions of the 
year and correctly reflect the Synod’s financial position at its close, subject 
to the realizable value of the receiveables which constitute the bulk of the 


assets. 


All cash coming into the hands of the Treasurer during the year was 
correctly recorded and accounted for and all disbursements were made upon 
proper authorization for the purpose stated in this report. The cash over- 
draft at the close of the period was verified by reconciliation with the state- 
ment submitted by your depository. All of the documents representing loans 
from the various funds were presented for our inspection and found in order. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) Reilly, Penner and Benton 
Certified Public Accountants 


On motion the report of the auditors was adopted, this 
action, by the ruling of the Chair, carrying with it the adop- 
tion of the report of the Treasurer. 


The Synod then proceeded to the election of officers for 


the ensuing term of three years. The election. was by ballot, 


resulting in the election of Dr. R. H. Gerberding as President, 


Dr. W. EF. Bacher as Secretary and Mr. J. K. Jensen as Treas- 
urer. 


Dr. R. G. Schultz, President of Carthage College, then ad- 


dressed the Synod. 
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Dr. C. A. Piel offered the following motion: That the Bud- 
get Committee give consideration to the financial needs of 
Carthage College and make as generous an increase in the an- 
ual appropriation as possible. 


After several amendments had been olfeced action was de- 
ferred until after the report of the Budget Committee. 


Pastor Gable reported nominations for the Board of Direct- 
ors of Northwestern Seminary. 


mejourare at 4:30 with prayer by Dr. J. H. Dressler. 
TUESDAY EVENING SERVICE 


A public service devoted to Northwestern Seminary was 
held in ; Saleln Church Tuesday evening. Addresses were giv- 
en by the Rev. W. P. Christy, D. D., president of the Board 
of Directors and the Rev. G. B. McCreary. The Rev. W. P. 


_ Gerberding conducted the service. Special music was pro- 


vided by the choir of Salem Church. 


WEDNESDAY MORNING SESSION 
Salem Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
8:45 a. m., May 3, 1939 
Matins were conducted by the Rev. R. H. G. hens. 


The Rev. Prof. J. J. Raun, Ph. D., presented the meditation 
using as his text Matt. 9:28,29 and Matt. 17:19,20. | 


The roll was called. 


The minutes of the Tuesday session were read and ap- 
proved. | 


The President introduced Mr. Hoeuner, bepresenting the 
Publication House of the United Lutheran Church in Ameri- 
ca. Mr. Hoeppner addressed the Synod. : 


The President also introduced Mr. Iverson of the Augsburg 
Publication House, who briefly addressed the Synod. 


The Secretary then read the 
REPORT ‘OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


Your Executive Committee begs to submit the following report: 


1. The Executive Committee held four metings during the year as 


| required by the constitution. 


2. The personnel of the Committee was changed diuving the year by 
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the resignation of Mr. H. L. Wilson, due to his removal from the bounds 
of the Synod. The President appointed Mr. C. E. Anderson to fill his place 
until the next meeting of the Central Conference, when Dr. L. V. Downing 
was. elected. 


3. Acting under authority granted by action of the Synod at its 1938 
convention, the Committee called the Rev. Dwight H. Shelhart to be Synod 
missionary. | | 


4. At the September meeting of the Committee a sub-committee was 
appointed to consider a program for the observance of the fiftieth anniver- 
sary of the organization of the Synod. ; 


5. The Committee accepted the invitation of Salem Church, Minnea- 
polis, to hold the 1939 convention in that church. 


| 6. On recommendation of the Committee on Students for the Minis- 
try your Committee authorized aid in the sum of one hundred dollars each 
for the scholastic year 1938-1939 to the following men: Herbert Troge, j. 
Woodrow Jacobson, Victor Gruhn, Finn Hansen, Frank Berg, Paul Wald- 
schmidt and Francis Mussehl. 


7. Your Committee voted the sum of twenty five dollars to Student 
Pastor E. J. Blenker for expenses incurred in attending a meeting of student 
pastors at Glacier Park during the past summer. 


8. Your Committee formally requested the Executive Board of the 
United Lutheran Church in America to approve the assignment by Mr. C. P. 
Heide of a mortgage for $5,000 against Trinity church, Kenosha, Wiscon- 
sin, to the U. L. C. A. in payment of unpaid balances of $3,000 and $2,000, 
respectively, remaining due on his pledges to the Board of Foregin Missions 
and the Board of Ministerial Pensions and Relief. 


| 
9. Regarding matters referred to your Committee we beg to report as 
follows: | 


A. At the 1938 convention of the Synod the question was raised as to 
the constitutional authority under which the Synod elects members of the 
Board of Directors of Northwestern Seminary. (See minutes of Synod, 
1938, p. 37. and note that the word ‘“‘mode”’ should read “authority’”.) This 
was referred to the Executive Committee for study and report. Our reply 
is as follows: 


(1) We are of the opinion that the Synod’s authority to elect mem- 
bers of the Seminary Board of Directors is derived primarily from Article 
III of the synodical constitution which defines the duties and powers of the 
Synod. Section 3 of this article reads, “Io devise and execute wise and 
scriptural plans for the education of the young, the increase of a godly 
and efficient ministry, etc.” 


For the increase of a godly and efficient ministry, the Synod in its wis- 
dom decided to establish a theological seminary. In carrying out this pur- 
pose the Synod determined-that the control and operation of such seminary 


should be vested in a Board of Directors and at the 1923 convention of the 
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Synod held in Minneapolis, articles of incorporation were approved by the 
Synod, these articles providing, among other things, that the members of the 
Board of Directors of the Seminary shall be elected by the Synod. We 
deem this as sufficient authority for the election of members of the Semin: 


ary Board. 


In this connection we beg to recommend that in future filmes of the 
constitution of the Synod, the Articles of Incorporation of the Seminary 
be included. 


(2) We find on examination of our constitution and by-laws that Art. 
VII, Sec. 2, provides that ‘‘regular committees as provided for in the By- 
Laws shall be announced by the President as soon as possible after the 
opening of the convention of the Synod,’’ and Sec. 3 provides that “stand- 
ing committees as specified in the by-laws shall be appointed by the Presi-: 
dent to serve until the close of the next annual convention or until their 
succssors are appointed”. 


It appears however that the by-laws provide for only two committees, 
viz. on credentials and on nominations. Article III is an order of business, 
not a list of authorized committees. We recommend therefore the following 
amendment to the constitution of the Synod: 


That sections 2 and 3 a Article VII be stricken and the following be 
substituted therefor: 


Regular and standing committees as provided for in the by-laws 
or by resolution of the Synod shall be elected or appointed as the 
Synod may determine. 


Members of Boards of institutions controlled or sponsored by the 
Synod shall be elected at such time as the Synod may determine. 


B. At the 1938 convention of the Synod a resolution was adopted re- 
ferring the matter of a new method of keeping the roll to this committee 
for study and report. Our reply is as follows: 


Since there appears to be a desire on the part of many that the present 
method of keeping the roll and record of attendance at the conventions of 
the Synod should be changed, we recommend that a special committee be 
appointed to devise a suitable method by means of cards, such committee 
to report its plans to the Executive Committee or to the Secretary of the 
Synod in time to be printed in the convention bulletin for the 1940 conven- 


tion and to be put into effect at that convention. 
Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) Wm. F. Bacher, 
| Secretary. 
The report was taken up for consideration by items. ~. 
On motion the recommendation under 9A,1, was adopted. 
On motion the recommendation under 9B was adopted. 


The report was then adopted as a whole. 
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The Secretary then offered a 
- SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


Your Committee has given thought during the year, to the matter of a 
proper observance of the 50th Anniversary of the founding of the Synod. 
Through the work of a sub-committee appointed for the purpose. and after 
conferring with members of the Stewardship Committee and of the Board of 
Directors of Northwestern Seminary, we have agreed upon a general rec- 
ommendation to the Synod as follows:— 


L. That, inasmuch as the Synod of the Northwest will, by the grace of 
God, complete the first fifty years of its life in 1941, this Anniversary be 
properly observed. | 


II. That a general committee, which shall include representatives of 
the Executive Committee, the Stewardship Committee and the Board of 
Directors of Northwestern Seminary, together with the Historian, be ap- 
pointed by the Executive Committee to carry the foregoing resolution into 
effect. 


III. That the Committee on Anniversary, in formulating its program 
shall consider the following: 


(a) The utilization of. historical material. 


(b) The visual delineation of the history of the Synod and of 
the Church as it developed on the territory of our Synod by 
means of a sound film. 


(c) Public observances throughout the Synod. 


IV. That as an expression of our appreciation of the Blessings of God 
that have come to us during these fifty years and with the conviction that 
it would also be the most effective way in which the Synod can further the 
great work of the United Lutheran Church in America, be it Resolved: 


1. That the Synod authorize and instruct the Board of Directors of 
the Seminary to conduct a financial campaign for funds in behalf of our 
Seminary: | 

2. That at least 75% of the amount raised shall be set aside as a Jubilee 
Endownment Fund for the Seminary, and that the remainder may be used 
for building and equipment purposes. 


3. That the pledges for this purpose may be paid over a three year 
period. 
Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) WM. F. BACHER, 
Secretary 


The supplementary report of the Executive Committee was 
considered by items. 


On motion item I was adopted. 
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On motion item II was adopted. 


On motion item III was adopted. 


After discussion item IV was referred back to the Execu- 
tive Committee with instructions to confer with representatives 
of the Seminary Board and the Stewardship Committee and 
report before the close of the convention. 


At the Thursday morning session the committee reported 
recommending the elimination of IV,2, (the item specifying a 


goal of $500,000). 


The recommendation of the committee was adopted and the 
gt then was adopted as a whole, as given above. (See 
p. 50). | | 


Dr. Arbaugh and Mr. Holstad briefly addressed the Synod. 
The President then recognized the Rev. H. H. Bagger, 


D. D., President of the Pittsburg Synod and representative of 


the Executive Board of the United Lutheran Church in Ameri- 


“ ca, who addressed the Synod. 


Adjourned at 12:30 with prayer by Pastor Webster H. 
Clement. 
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 
Salem Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
2:00 p. m., May 3, 1939 


The devotional service was conducted by Pastor C. W. 


_Fagerlin. 


The tellers reported the result of the balloting for mem- 
bers of the Board of Directors of Northwestern Lutheran 
Theological Seminary. Dr. A. A. Zinck, Pastor Paul Luther 
Wetzler and Messrs. H. A. Swanson and George Hemsing 


declared elected. 


The Synod then resumed consideration of the supplemen- 
tary report of the Executive Committee. After discussion the 
report was referred back to the Committee with instructions 
to confer with representatives of the Seminary Board and the 
Stewardship Committee and report before the close of the 


convention. 
Dr. Geo. W. Genzler presented | 
THE REPORT OF THE EXAMINING COMMITTEE 


The Examining Committee has had colloquiums with the following 
brethren: | 
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1. The Rev. Louis Bald, pastor of First Church, Winnipeg, who has 
presented a letter of transfer from the Synod of Illinois. We recommend 
his reception. 


2. The Rev. James J. Rens: Ph.D., Professor of Systematic Theology 
at Northwestern Lutheran Theological Seminary. He has submitted a 
letter of transfer from the Synod of California. We recommend his re- 
ception. 


3. Mr. J. Woodrow Jacobson, a graduate of Northwestern Seminary 


who has been called as assistant pastor at Epiphany, Milwaukee. We 


recommend that he’ be ordained. 


4. Mr. Finn Hansen, a graduate of Northwestern Seminary who has 
not received a call. We recommend his ordination upon reception of a 
call within a year. ? 


5. Mr. Lance S. Staley, a graduate of Northwestern Seminary who 
has not received a call. We recommend his ordination upon reception of 
a call within a year. 


6. Mr. Clemens Zeidler, a graduate of Northwestern Seminary who 


has not received a call. We recommend his ordination upon reception of 
a call within a year. 


7. Mr. Julius Masted, a graduate of Northwestern Seminary, in 1938 
was recommended for ordination when called at the last meeting of 
Synod, and appeared before the committee. We recommend that this 
recommendation be extended for another year. — 


Respectfully submitted, ~ 
(Signed) GEO. W. GENSZLER, 
‘Chairman 


The report was considered by items. Items 1 to 7 were 
adopted separately and the report then adopted as a whole. 


The candidates were then greeted by the President and 
introduced to the Synod. 


_ Dr, J. J. Raun and Louis Bald were then — received 
into the Synod by the President. 


Dr. Gerberding then presented the 
REPORT OF THE SYNODICAL HOME MISSION BOARD 


From the standpoint of missionary objective, i. e., of soul-winning and - 


of edification, the year 1938 saw considerable progress in the home mission 


work of the Synod. Eighteen out of the twenty five mission congregations 


on our list during all or part of the year saw net increases both in church 
and Sunday school enrollment. Fourteen of them saw increases in giving 
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to local expenses, and the same number in benevolent giving. Eighteen 
them made marked reductions in their requests for aid and fifteen made sub- 
stantial reductions in their indebtedness. The accompanying tabulation 
shows the details of this progress. | 


4 A _ From the standpoint of administration of the whole home mission en- 

- terprise in the Synod there is not so much cause for gratification. There 
were changes of pastors in seven mission congregations. Such a change is 
generally a shock to a church, and if at times it is occasion for improve- 
ment that is often by reason of prior difficulty. It is hoped that the changes 
noted will bring advance in all missions affected by them. whether the pre- 
vious sentence applies to them or not. 


From a strictly synodical standpoint the administrative situation in our 
home mission work is less favorable than in many years. This 
is indicated by the definite figures of the Synod’s income for home missions 
as compared with the synodical board's expenditures for them. The income > 
allowed by the percentage budget adopted last year was $7,717.65. The ap- 
propriations and stated expenses were $11,063, which is an overdraft of 
$3,345. Of that total, $5.720 was for regular appropriations to eighteen 
congregations. The rest represents interest grants, moving expenses, emer- 
gency grants, and the synodical missionary’s salary. Your board conscien- 
tiously studied every item, and was unable to diminish any of them without 
causing real injury to some congregation or pastor. Reductions in requests 
for 1939 reqular appropriations have saved $275, but if we would live within 
our allotted income we shall have to withhold any emergency aid and dis- 
courage moves of mission pastors with attendant expenses, and at the same 
time require congregations to take on their own burdens of interest. 


: 


There are two other recources. One is a redistribution of mission 
support between the synodical board and the Board of American Missions. 
A study of comparative budgets of that Board and the Synod for our home 
mission work shows that whereas from 1925 to 1929 the general Board's al- 
lotment for our work was over $30,000, for support of from 25 to 27 con- 
gregations, in 1938 it was only $11,118 for 18 congregations, only 10 of 
which are the same ones as ten years ago. On the other hand, the synodi- 
cal appropriations have not diminished. The number of synodically aided — 
missions has grown from 14 to 18 and the appropriations from $6,764 to 
$11,063. At the same time. the Synod’s payments of benevolence to the 
United Lutheran Church are not less than they were in 1928. It is possible 
that a realization of these facts will influence the Board of American Mis- 
sions to assume a larger share of our home mission support, for the results 
in souls added and congregations organized show that our field is produc- 
tive. | 


i : oe The other recourse is larger benevolence receipts from our own people 
and congregations. The attainment of the goal adopted by the Baltimore 
Convention would solve this problem. | 


A few outstanding situations demand more attention than the statistics 
indicate: 
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St. Luke’s, Waukesha, Wisconsin became self supporting in May, 1938. 
Often that step results in a diminishing of benevolent giving. Not so St. 
Luke's. Its benevolences have not only maintained their previous high 
level, but the pledges for 1939 are approximately 50% higher _ the in- 
come for 1938. 


Antigo-Polar Parish: both churches have improvements 
in their property. St. John’s remodeled its chancel, removed windows from 
the apse and rebuilt its reredos and altar, besides putting artistic coloring 
material in all windows. Calvary enlarged its basement, made an inside 
stairway with grade opening outside, refinished the vestibule, added a cloak- 
room and a large room on the second story across the front, refinishing all 
and painting the exterior. $300 of the cost was provided from Wisconsin 
Conference Women's missionary society funds. 


Glenburn parish, North Dakota: the large decline in membership is 
due mostly to removals from the territory, this being one of the hardest hit | 
of the drought, rust, and grasshopper areas. The figure represents a ‘‘clean- 
ing of the rolls’ of many names carried hopefully for several years past. 


Kenosha, Wisconsin: The apparent. b loss in membership is not real. It 
is due to a revision of the roll. 


| is St. Peter’s, Milwaukee: This congregation has purchased two good 

pas lots on Capitol Drive at N. 39th street and is ready to build a chapel. The 
young congregation has raised $2,000 toward the project, and been granted 
| both a first mortgage loan and a Church Extension loan sufficient to com- 
i plete it. It awaits only paprovel of the architectural plans by the U.L.C.A. 
committee. 


Epiphany, Minneapolis: was restored to the list of missions upon the 
call to Rev. Johnson and its acceptance. The congregation has regained 
more than its lost ground. The property has been refinanced and normal 


growth may be expected. 


Lake of the Isles, Minneapolis: As this report is being written the pro- 
posal for the purchase of the property in which this congregation has been 
worshiping has been approved by the trustee for the bondholders of the 
defunct Congregational church, and awaits only court approval to consum- 
mate it. Sufficient funds have been raised and borrowed to meet the cash 
price of $25,000 agreed upon, as reported a year ago. The Board of 
American Missions released the Rev. Chas. P. Smith; from the clinical year 
routine required of the Board Missionaries it calls, and permitted him to 
serve as supply pastor until the congregation issues a call, which it plans 
to do as soon as the property status is settled. _ 


Calvary church of Cahil, the new part of the Woodale parish. Min- 
-neapolis, has bought a piece of ground and erected a chapel on it, the only 
aid being a loan of $170 from the Church Development fund of the Central 


Conference. 


Sheboygan: First United church completed its refinancing during the 
year. 
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Synodical Missionary: The Rev. D. H. Shelhart assumed these duties 
on June 1, and began work in Portage, Wisconsin. On November 27 he or- 
ganized a congregation under the name Bethlehem, with 68 charter members. 
The number has now grown to more than 90. The congregation has called 
the Rev. R. W. Roth of Neenah, and he took charge April 15. The Board 
of American Missions has promised the larger share of his salary. : 


Missionary Shelhart has already begun work in Wisconsin Dells, where 
his survey and the response of the community give promise of another sub- 


stantial congregation within a few months. Several other promising fields, 
already surveyed, await his work, but the opportunity afforded by his near- 


ness to the Dells while working in Portage developed the situation to where 
it should be opened further immediately. 


Board Surveys: The Board’s (U.L.C.A.) survey division examined two 
fields in the Twin Cities of Minnesota late in the Fall, recommending that one 


be continued under leadership of a Seminary student and that the other be 


kept under observation for further development. 


‘Church Extension: The appended statement will show the status of 
church ‘extension loans in this Synod. The situation is not at all what it 


should be. While some congregations are making courageous and self 


sacrificing efforts to repay their loans, others are giving them scant attention. 
Some congregations are actually ignoring them as if they entailed no obliga- 


tion whatever. The result is that the administrators of these funds look. 


askance at every new application for such aid to any congregation in the 
Synod of the Northwest. 


Added to that, the response to the Anniversary Appeal, which was 
for funds for this very purpose, has been far below what a synod, the pro- 
duct of Home Missions such as is ours, should have made. In spite of all 
effort on the part of the synodical and American boards, the loan balance 
keeps rising in the Synod. While we rejoice that the field is still so fer- 


tile as continually to produce new congregations, we have reached the age 
now where repayments of loans to former missions should more than provide - 


for the new ones needed to house the infant churches. The amounts ap- 
proved these days too are very modest compared with former ones, for the 
missions are building very modestly. | 


To return to the opening note, we owe thanks to the Lord of the Church 
for blessing our work with new souls added to the Church and new congre- 
gations formed. May we show our gratitude by assuming the obligations 
His help to us in the past and His blessings upon our current work put 


Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) R.H. GERBERDING, 
the Synodical Board. 


On motion the report was adopted. 
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Church Extension Loans Northwest Synod 


From the Board of American Missions as of April 1, 1939 


8,000.00 


| Amount of Date 
Location and Names Principal Due Group Remarks | 
Alden,. Minn. $ 1,200.00 12-31-39 B 
Appleton, Wis. ..... .. 4,850.00 12-31-33 Not classified 
Beaver Dam, Wis. 1,000.00 12-15-41 A | 
Beloit, Wis. 8,000.00 12-31-36 Ca Nothing paid 
Billings, Mont. . 6,200.00 12-31-38 A Nothing paid 
Fond du Lac, Wis. 4,840.00 12-31-39 A Nothing paid 
| | since 1936 
Glenburn, N. D. 2,000.00 12-31-37 Cb _ Notes not in for 1938 
Grand Forks, N. D. .... 882.00 12-31-39 A Nothing paid on 1938 
Great Falls, Mont. .... 5,000.00 1942 FM Prin. and int. due 
1-2-39 not paid 
10,000.00 2- 1-42 Monthly arr. 8 mos. behind 
10,000.00) 
1,500.00) 12-31-36 D 
Killdeer, N. D. 2,000.00 12-31-38 A Nothing paid 
Lansford, N.: D.. 900.00 12-31-36 D 
Livingston, Mont. . 4,500.00 12-31-39 B Paid for 1938 
Madison, Wis. . 39,300.00 12-31-36 | 
51,932.96 Agreed to pay interest at 4% 
beginning 1-1-39 | 
Marinette, Wis. - 4,825.75 12-31-38 A __ Balance still due 
| | from 1937 
Marshfield, Wis. .. 2,500.00 3-27-41 FM _ Only paying on Int 
| $157.50 in arrears 
2,413.05 12-31-38 A _ Paid up to 4-1-38 
: (From Synod) 1,500.00 3-27-41 nd 
Milwaukee, Wis., Nativity 5,000.00 5-27-40 nd 
Milwaukee, Wis., Pentecost 8,902.17 12-31-39 B Paid up to date 
Milwaukee, Wis., Wash. Park........ 14,400.00 12-31-33 Not classified 
Minneapolis, Minn., Epiphany 5,000.00 12-31-36 D | 
Minneapolis, Minn., Holy Commun. 1,389.47 12-3140 A __ Paid up-to-date 
Minneapolis, Minn., Mt. Carmel.....04,000.00 12-31-36 D | 
Minneapolis, Minn., Resurrection... 1,860.00 4-14-38 Not classified | 
| 500.00 4-22-42 FM Not paid to date 
Minneapolis, Minn., St. Jamies’ 1,494.08 10-12-21 Special liquidation 
Oxboro, Minn., St. Luke’s 819.03 3-27-41 FM Paid up-to-date 
2,000.00 12-31-36 
Polar, Wis. ........ 200.00 12-14-41 nd 
St. Louis Park (Mpls.) .. 2,000.00 12 -6-42- nd 
St. Paul, Minn., Ascension 5,500.00 12-31-35 Not classified 
Sheboygan, Wis., First ... 1,500.00 
Superior, Wis. .... 4,620.05 12-31-39 A _ Paid up-to-date 
Waukesha, Wis. 5,830.94 8-28-40 FM =up-to-date 
12-31-36 D | 
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Wauwatosa, Wis. .........- 11,000.00 12-31-39 B 
rest 3,500.00 12-31-39 Sliding scale 
West Bend, Wis. ... 2,350.00 12-31-39 B 
White Bear Lake ...... saint .. 3,000.00 12-31-37 D 
Winnipeg, Man. ........... sae-eeeeee 26,388.38 12-31-38 D 
Synod of Northwest 

(Lake of the Isles) .... nd 
Total, 36 Congregations ................ $288,597.88 


Legend and Recapitulation 
“FM” denotes a loan secured by first mortgage, from the investment 
funds of the Board, hence trust funds on which the Board must collect 


interest. In this group 5 of our congregations with a total of $65,082.93 
have loans in good standing; two with $3,000 are seriously delinquent. 


All others are from regular Church Extension funds, trust funds the 
essence of which is that they are a revolving fund which must be paid back 
for use in recurring new missionary development. 


“A” denotes loans which the congregations have renewed, agreeing 
to pay 2% annually on principal and 2% interest. Of these, three con- 
gregations owing a total of $7,009.52 are in good standing and six with 
$21,160.80 are delinquent. | | 


“B" denotes loans which the congregations have renewed agreeing 
to pay 10% principle annually, with no interest. Six of our congrega- 
tions have such agreements on loans totaling $31.452.17, all in good stand- 
ing at the first of the year. 


“C-a" denotes loans on which congregations agree to pay 2% interest 


and. no principle, subject to annual renewal. Two congregations have a 


total of $10,000 in this group, both delinquent. | 


“C-b": the congregation agrees to renew annually and give a note 


for interest at 2%, but first principle paid will apply to such notes before | 


‘ being credited to principle. One congregation has $2,000 in this class. 
but has failed to give the notes. 


“D”" indicates those congregations from which the Board deems it 
useless at present to ask even the requirements under C-b. In our Synod 
there are eight such with total Church Extension investments of $98,- 
088.38. Two of these account for two thirds of the total sum. 


“nd” means loans not due. Five congregations have these for a total 
of $12,700. 


There are still four congregations that have entered into no form of 
agreement concerning loans long overdue for a total of $26,610. 

A further breakdown of this report indicates the sad fact that in this 
Synod, of 36 congregations having Church Extension loans only 14 are 
in good standing from the standpoint of keeping their commitments to the 
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Board. This represents $86,286.53, or about 30% of the total Board in- 
vestment. Of the rest 8 with $98,088.38 have at least agreed formally 
that they can do nothing financially at present, but 14, with $104,222.97, 
have either lacked the grace to acknowledge their obligation by entering 
into any agreement, or having entered one, to live up to what they have 
promised. Does the Synod have to bring pressure on congregations to 
do that which in the business world is considered only ethical? 


Pastor C. A. Miley offered 
THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EXHIBITS 


Your committee reports a very happy response from churches and pas- 
tors to whom we appealed for materials for this exhibit. Improvements in 
church properties and developments of mission congregations are shown by 
picture and poster displays. 


We gratefully acknowledge the displays from the boards and agencies 
of the U. L. C. A. which were secured and placed on display by Rev. 


Theo. S. Rees, tract secretary for the Northwest Synod. 


Respectfully submitted, | 
(Signed) CHAS. A. MILEY, 


| | Chairman 
On motion the report was adopted. 


Pastor F. A. Berg dated the 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON COOPERATION WITH BOARD 


OF MINISTERIAL BOARD OF PENSIONS AND RELIEF 


_ There has been no correspondence either way between headquarters and 
this committee. : 


Studies have been made in the various conferences on the contributory 
plan of pensions. It is realized generally that this is the only practical plan 
and is the only one which works in other Church bodies. Investigations made 
by the Rev. F. O. Broesicke would bear this out. However there also seems 
to be a general reluctance on the part of the pastors to enter into such a 
plan if the payments to this kind of pensions funds must come out of their 
salaries, whether this plan is cared for by the Church or by some insurance 


company. 


Another trend in this direction needs watchful consideration. It was 
forcibly brought to our attention in a circular letter by Mr. Harry Hodges 
of the Board of Pensions and Relief. It concerns pending legislation which 
would bring all ministers under the Social Security Act. By 1949, if passed 


~ in its present form, it would mean that 6% of the pastors salary would have 


to go to the Federal Government to cover this social security. 
It is the opinion of your chairman that this is a step in the direction of 
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government control of the Churches and should be opposed by every legit- 


It is recommended that we as a Synod go on record as unfavorable to 
this legislation. We can if we will take care of our own pensions and relief. 
That is the undisputed duty of the Church and not of the government. 


(Signed) FRANK A. BERG, 


Chairman 


On motion the recommendation contained in the report 
was adopted and the report then adopted as a whole. 


_ Pastor C. T. Breest offered the 
INNER MISSION REPORT—1938 


Our Lutheran Church continues to progress in its larger vision of wel- 
fare work as seen by the newly created department of National Lutheran 
Welfare of the National Lutheran Council. Its functions will be to pro- 
mote and organize Lutheran welfare agencies according to states and re- 
gions, to serve as the representative of Lutheran welfare work before gen- 
eral and governmental agencies and to coordinate Lutheran efforts in meeting 
common needs in times of general distaster. The Rev. C. E. Krumbholz, 
D. D., formerly executive secretary of our United Lutheran Church’s Board 
of Social Missions, has accepted the Council's call to direct this department. 


In harmony with the first of the above-mentioned functions, the merger 
of the Milwaukee Inner Mission Society and the Lutheran Welfare Society 
of Wisconsin took place during the year, with the Rev. G. C. Hansler of 
the Milwaukee society becoming the director of the department of institu- 
tional missions. Negotiations were completed whereby the Wisconsin so- 
ciety assumes the responsibility for case work at the Bethany children’s 
home of the United Danish Church at Waupaca. The cooperation of the 
Superior conference of the Augustana synod was also secured, whereby the 
work for their congregations located in Wisconsin will be done by the 
Wisconsin society instead of being cared for by their agency in the Twin 


Cities as formerly. 


June 14 to 16, the Lutheran Welfare Society will be host to the Na- 
tional Lutheran Inner Mission Conference in the Church of the Redeemer, 
Milwaukee. Several topics on the general program and one of the institutes 


are being especially arranged for pastors and board members of agencies . 


and institutions. Since this Conference is outstandingly the mecca of inner 
mission and Lutheran social workers, every effort should be made to share 


in its deliberations and to enjoy its fellowship. 


Some extensions of the service of the Lutheran Welfare Society of 


Minnesota have also been made in the past year. An office and residence 
of the Rev. F. J. Otto, the St. Paul missionary, was purchased, the pay- 
ments being met hy Rev. Otto's rental, thereby not constituting a financial 


burden to the society. 
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Miss Agnes Thorson was called as the boarding home supervisor, and 
the board of the Minnesota society accepted the resignation of Mrs. Louise 
Bentley, Miss Arvida Norum succeeding her as the matron of the Lutheran 
children's receiving home in St. Paul. The board of directors renewed Mr. 
S. H. Holstad’s contract as executive secretary for another three years, 
his term having expired during the year. 


Besides these organizations, the Lutheran Welfare Society of North 
Dakota is doing a work similar to that of the Wisconsin and Minnesota 
Welfare societies. An institutional pastor, in the person of the Rev. P. C. 
Danielson of Dunsieth, was added to the staff to assist the Rev. C. J. Fyl- 


ling, institutional pastor of the Lutheran Welfare Society of Nort Dakota, 


with the work at the state sanatorium at San Haven. A case worker and 
a — representative were also added to the staff. | 


More than a ton of warm clothing was shipped from North St. Paul, 
Minnesota, one of five collection centers set up in strategic centers in the 
United States by the Board of Social Missions of the United Lutheran 
Church, the clothing being received from various parts of the Synod and 
other places in the Mississippi Valley and the Midwest. This was in re- 
sponse to the appeal for relief of the dire distress of our Canadian fellow- 
believers. for the second successive winter. The need has been met, and 
these brethren are deeply appreciative and grateful for the assistance which 


has been offered. 


We give God the glory and honor for the support t and advance of this 
welfare work so dear to our hearts. | 
Respectfully submitted, 
Signed) CHRISTIAN T. BREEST 


Chairman 
On motion the report was adopted. 


r. J. H. Dressler then addressed the Synod in behalf of 
the ust of the Wartburg Hospice. 


Dr. W. P. Christy then offered the 


REPORT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF NORTHWESTERN 


LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


The following reports of the Faculty and of the treasurer were pre- 
pared for the fall and commencement day meetings of the Board of Directors 


respectively: 
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TREASURER'S CASH REPORT 
For Year Ending September 21, 1938 


Receipts 


Cash Balance on hand September 25, 1937 ............ 


From Synod of the Northwest 
Income from Securities 


For Student Aid ..... 


For Joseph Stump Chair 


From Miscellaneous Sources 


5 5,244.69 
13,552.22 
3,476.10 


221,65 
535.52 


104.13 


Total Cash to be accounted for ..... 


Disbursements 


Wages of Caretakers ..................:... 
Student Aid . 


Light, Water, and Gas .. 
Repairs ... 


Printing ...... 


Traveling 


Advertising .... 


Office Supplies and Expense 


Miscellaneous Supplies and Expense .... 


President's Expenses 
Treasurer's Expenses 


Equipment ............ 


Interest on Annuities . 


Interest Income due Boarding Club . 


$14,872.00 


913.50 
100.00 
592.28 
334.99 


121.12 


270.38 
206.06 
27.40 


356.19. 


212.55 
300.00 
34.33 
502.70 
151.19 
870.45 
42.60 
10.00 


Cash Balance on hand September $f, 1938 . 


Statement of Assets September 21, 1938 


Cash 


$23,134.31 


19,917.74 
$ 3,216.57 


$ 3,216.57 


Petty Cash Accounts . 


150.00 


Building and Endowment Fund Securities 
Building and Equipment ...... 


Pledge Receivable . 


Boarding Club Fund . 


Respectfully eubustited, 
K. JENSEN, 
Treasurer 


janesville, Wis., April 1. 1939 


77,875.00 
54,525.49 
4,500.00 
500.00 


$140,767.06 
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Report of The Faculty 


The faculty would report the successful completion of the Seminary’s 
19th scholastic year. The regular work of the school proceeded harmon- 
_iously and with little interruption of any sort. The instruction was en- 

riched by lectures given by an unusually large number of outside speakers, 
dealing generally with practical aspects of Church activity. 


The sermon to the graduating class will be preached by the Rev. 
Paul Luther Wetzler Sunday evening, April 23, at Salem church of which the 
preacher is pastor. The commencement will take place Thursday, April 27, 
at the same church. the address to be given by the Rev. Dr. A. A. Zinck. 


| A great deal of work has been done*toward cataloguing the library, 

and more will be done this summer. Book-binding and repairing apparatus 
has been set up by librarian, Professor Hays, and many volumes of value 
have been restored. The library has thus been made more usable than 


ever before. 


As usual professors have been busy in many outside appointments for 
the service of the Church, and most students have regular duties in local 
congregations. The building was filled to capacity, owing to the number 
of new students, and new space had to be arranged. It is likely that there 
will be a shortage of dormitory space next year, since there are already 
eight applications for the fall enrollment, an unusually large number for 
thus early in the year. | 


There have been enrolled during the year four post-graduate students, 
four Seniors, eight Middlers, nine Juniors, and three specials. About eight 
additional men are taking correspondence courses. — | 


The literature and envelopes for Seminary Day were prepared and 
sent out as Synod directed. This will be attended to again this year in 


due course. 


The followhag men, having completed their three-year course except 
for the last term, are hereby recommended to this Board for graduation, 
conditionally upon their completing their work and passing the final ex- 
aminations: 


With the Sane of Bachelor of Dvinity, Mr. Herbert E. Troge, Mr. J. 
Woodrow Jacobson, Mr. Lance Staley, Mr. Clemens H. Zeidler. 


The Rev. E. Edwin Paulson, and the Rev. Lorin Wolff, having com- 
pleted a post-graduate year in residence and presented their theses, are 
recommended for the degree of Master of Sacred Theology. 


With constant acknowledgment of our dependence upon the mercy of 
our God Who has kept and blessed us another year, we present this re- 
port for the action of the board. | 


Respectfuly 
| (Signed) P. H. ROTH, 
President 
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The Seminary has been notified that it will receive through the will of 
Miss Helen Friedrich, deceased, the residue of her estate, which includes 
that of her brother John of Red Wing, after certain direct bequests have 
been paid. It is estimated that the Seminary’s share will be in excess of 
ten thousand dollars. 


In order to safeguard this and all Seminary funds, the board has elected 
an Investment Committee, consisting of three of its members, who are 
charged with the investment of Seminary funds. 


The following resolution also was adopted by the Board of Directors: 


Whereas, the Synod of the Northwest will celebrate its fiftieth an- 
niversary in the year 1941; and 


Whereas, the raising of an adequate endowment fund for our Semin- 
ary would not only be an expression of our gratitude to God for His rich 
blessings upon our Synod during these fifty-years, but would also be the 
most effective way in which the Synod can further the great work of the 
United Lutheran Church in America, | | 


Therefore be it resolved: 


1. That the Synod authorize and instruct the Board of Directors to 
conduct a financial campaign for funds in behalf of our Seminary. 
2. That the suggested amount be set at $500,000.00. 


>. That at least 75% of the amount raised shall be set aside as a 


Jubilee Endowment Fund for the Seminary, and that the remainder may 


be used for building and equipment purposes. 


4. That the age for this purpose may be paid over a three year 


period. 
(Signed) W. P. CHRISTY, 


For the Board 


On motion the report, with the exception of the conclud- 


ing recommendations which are covered by the report of the 
Executive Committee, was adopted. 


A motion was offered to change Seminary Day to some 
Sunday in April. This was then referred to the Board of 


Directors to report next year. 


Pastor E. R. Wicklund offered the 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON STUDENTS FOR THE 
MINISTRY | 


Your Committee met at the Seminary September 26 to pass on appli- 
cations for aid and to interview many applicants personally. Five re- 
newals and three new applications were approved and recommended to the 
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Executive Committee of Synod. Dr. L. V. — was appointed to the 
Committee during the year. 


“Bor the 


(Signed) EDWARD R. WICKLUND, 


Chairman 
On motion the report was adopted. 


Pastor H. N. Stoffel presented the 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON LUTHERAN STUDENTS IN 
NON LUTHERAN INSTITUTIONS 


The past year marked two regional meetings of the Lutheran Student 

_ Association in our territory, one being held at St. Peter, Minnesota, and the © 

other at Madison, Wisconsin. Both were attended by our synodical 

workers and general workers of the United Lutheran Church in America. 

In the 1938 Ashram, held in Glacier national park, our student work was 

represented by several delegates as also by Student Pastor Blenker of 
-Madison. 


While this association is contributing much to the work among students 
in non-Lutheran institutions, it still remains for local pastors and student 
pastors definitely to relate the life of the student to the church. No or- 
ganization can replace pastoral care with its personal interest and touch. 
With this in mind we urge all pastors to nequeiat student pastors of such 
students as may come under their care. | 


Your committee offers the following recommendation for consideration: 
That student pastor Blenker be given an appropriation of one hundred 


dollars for postage and publicity. 
| ( HAROLD N. STOFFEL, 


Chairman 


On motion the recommendation contained in the report 
was adopted and the report then adopted as a whole. 


Pastor E. J. Johnson presented the 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PROTOCOL AND PRINTED 
MINUTES 


| Your Committee has examined the protocol and printed minutes of 
Synod for the year 1938 and finds them in agreement with the following 


exceptions: 


On page 5 of the printed minutes, in the Committee on Publicity, the 
name ‘‘Kraehmer’ should be spelled ‘Kraemer’. 


On page 9 of the printed minutes, G. W. Genszler. D.D., is listed 
as being ordained in 1889 and having entered Synod in 1908, whereas the 
_ protocol lists the years as 1899 and 1918 respectively. 
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On page 9 of the vetsitin’ minutes, J. Ww. Ziegler is listed as having 
No Parish at Roseville, D., whereas the protocol shows it to be Rose- 
ville, O. 


On page 10 of the printed minutes, Edward J. Blenker is listed as 
Student Pastor at Madison, Minn.. whereas it should be Madison, Wis. 


On page 10 of the printed minutes, under roll call of Synod, Holy 
Trinity, St. Paul, Mr. Roy Rasmussen, lay delegate, has been omitted. 


On page 14 of the printed minutes, the report of the Statistician con- 
tains figures different from those in the protocol. It is assumed that those 
printed are a later revision and therefore correct. 


On page 31 of the printed minutes in the Detailed Statement of Re- 
ceipts from Congregations and Sunday Schools, for St. Peter’s, Janesville, 


the specials is shown as $341.04, whereas the proctocol lists the amount as 


$347.04. 


On page 32 of the printed minutes, for Redeemer, Hartford, the 
amount of specials is omitted. It appears in the protocol as $27.52. 


On page 47 of the printed minutes, Report of the _Examining Com- 
mittee, in Item 5, last words should be ‘within a year’ instead of “with 
a year. 


On this same page, the word ‘separately’ should follow the word 
“adopted” in the sentence which reads: “Items 1, 2, 3,” etc. 


On page 50 of the printed minutes, in the last sentence, second paar 
graph of page, “Augusta’ should be “Augustana”’. 


On same page, last sentence fourth shies, Gustavus College 
should be Gustavus Adolphus College. 


On page 51, middle of second paragraph, “Northwest” should be 
“Northwestern”. 


On same page, last sentence of third 1 paragraph has been changed from 
that of the protocol. 


On page 56 of the printed minutes, Report of the ei iia on 


Students in Non Lutheran Institutions should be “Report of the Committee 
on Lutheran Students”, etc. 


On page 59 of the printed minutes, fourth paragraph, Rev. Charles 
B. McCreary, should be Rev. George B. McCreary. 


On page 7, under the roll call of Synod, the name of the lay delegate 
for Woodale Church should be C. Hansen, instead of L. V. Downing. 
| Respectfully submitted, 
For the Committee. | 
(Signed) E. J. JOHNSON, 


Chairman 


On motion the report was adopted. 
Adjourned at 5:00 p. m. with prayer by Dr. Fedders. 
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WEDNESDAY EVENING MEETING 


A banquet arranged by the United Lutheran Brotherhood 
of Minnesota was served in the Minnesota Union on the Uni- 
versity Campus Wednesday evening. The program was in 
charge of Mr. Carl E. Sodergren acting as toastmaster. The 
address of the evening, “Half a Job—Well Done” was de; 
livered by the Rev. H. H. Bagger, D. D., president of the 
Pittsburgh Synod and official representative of the Executive 
Board of the United Lutheran Church. 


“THURSDAY MORNING SESSION 
Salem Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
8:45 a. m., May 4, 1939 


Matins were conducted by Rev. L. G. Bald. 


The meditation was presented by the Rev. Prof. J. J. Raun, 
Ph. D., who used as his text Luke 2:49. 


The minutes of the Wednesday sessions were read and 
approved. 


The Executive Committee reported recommending the 
elimination of item IV,2, from its supplementary report (re- 
lating to setting the goal at $500,000.00). 


The recommendation was adopted and the report adopted 
as a whole. (See p. 34) 


Pastor G. F. Genszler offered the 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PUBLICITY | 


The Publicity Committee during the past year did some preliminary 
work on this year’s convention in setting up our organization for the Pub- 
licity of this Synod. The three Minneapolis papers and two St. Paul 
papers have been supplied with accounts of this convention. The Chair- | 


man appointed three extra members to his staff so that all papers could 


be supplied. The Rev. H. J. Motz-kus of Minneapolis and the Rev. Walter 
M. Stuhr of St. Paul, and Mr. Carl Brockhaus of Janesville, Wis. We 
thank these for their fine work. 


We also wish to thank Pastor Wetzler and his Congregation for 
supplying our Committee with a Press Room and private telephone and 
other supplies to help facilitate our work. 


During the year the Chairman conducted the Regular News Column 
“Northwest Synod Notes’ to the Lutheran. He thanks the brethren for 
their fine cooperation in supplying him with news items of the churches. 
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At the U. L. C. A. Convention last year at Baltimore your chairman 
worked at the press table for the Publicity Committee for that body. 


We were glad to set up at this convention the screen and slide system 
of announcements and thank Salem Congregation for supplying this equip- 
ment. 

Respectfully submitted, 


(Signed) GARRET F. GENSZLER, 


| Chairman 
On motion the report was adopted. 


Pastor R. W. Groth presented 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON PARISHES AND CHURCH 
SCHOOLS 


Interest in the field of Christian education is making progress in the 
three conferences of Synod. Three members of the committee (Frieberg, 
Groth, Fedders) attended the Chicago regional conference, September 7, 
8, 1938. The following objectives for Synod were adopted: Parish education 
month, Calendar of special days and seasons, two Summer camps, promo- 
tion of evangelism progress, every member canvass, duplex envelopes, lead- 
ership training courses, promotion of guide and standards, two Sunday 
school conventions. organization of parish education cabinets, visual educa- 
tion, cooperation in the new Children of the Church program, parish edu- 
cation publicity. The president's news reports in the synodical bulletin, 
conference addresses, pastors’ printed items in parish papers and the com- 
plete reports in ‘Associations’ and “Church School Bell” (Wisconsin and 
Central conference publications) bear eloquent testimony to the fact that 
these objectives are being observed to a high degree. In a few of: them 
better work needs to be done. : 


A generous use of the Parish and church school staff may be setcedell 
Your Committee planned the itinerary of the Rev. Arthur H. Getz on our 
territory December 11-16, in the interest of leadership education. He ad- 


dressed six regional centers in two conferences, contacting thirty-five pas- 


tors and 346 teachers and officers. Dr. C. H. B. Lewis, field secretary gave 

a series of lectures at the seminary in February, and Dr. S. White Rhyne, 
executive secretary will be on the faculty of the Central conference sum- 
mer school at Green Lake, Spicer, Minnesota, July 23-30. He also served 
the Wisconsin Conference session at Green Lake, Wisconsin. 


A condensed summary of activities includes: A vigorous promotion of 
‘The Children’s Crusade in Wisconsin, stressing evangelism to rebuild a 
fallen enrollment; education in music through the work of the Choral Un- 
ion at Sunday school conventions; the appearance of “Sursum Corda’, 
edited by pastor C. B. Lund “to make music effective through music and 
liturgy’; “Christ In Me’, the theme of the Wisconsin conference S. S. 
Association August 26, 27, 1938 at Incarnation, Milwaukee; and the Cen- 
tral conference successful session- at Holy Trinity, -Minneapolis; Sunday 
school institutes at Red Wing and South Minneapolis; the. wide observance 
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of Parish education month; tract distribution; use of the board's posters; 
presentation of educational material at conferences; the dedication of the 
Salem Church educational unit: the gradual formation of Children of the 
Church groups: vacation and weekday schools; the wide use of Dr. Zinck’s 
book. “What a Church Member Ought to Know” in adult catechetical 
preparation; the subscription of 36 congregations for 186 copies of the 
Parish and Church School ‘magazine. 


Our Synodical objective for this year has been “A definite effort in 
each congregation to arrest the downward spiral in enrollment by means 
of increased practical emphasis upon personal evangelism, every member 
visitations, better planning of young people’s work, and some form of 
adult Christian education, whether on Sunday mornings or at other times.” 


As a result of the awakened spirit on the part of pastors and Sunday 
School workers. the emergency situation is passing and the —, School 
enrollment is steadily advancing. | 


The following points are pebismumeniiod to all pastors for more efficient 
methods in parish education: The board's Five Year Plan of Promotion; 
higher standards for teachers: friendly every member visitation; parent- 
teacher meetings; stressing the board’s September program, “Leaders for 
Parish Education”; restudy of catechetical methods; formation of a parish 
cabinet: full cooperation with the Parish and Church School board, using 
its men, materials and methods wherever and whenever practicable; per- 
sonal experimentation. 


Respectfully submitted, 


(Signed) J. F. FEDDERS, 
| Chairman 


On motion the report was adopted. 


Pastor C. B. Lund presented the 
REPORT OF THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON CHURCH MUSIC 


Your Committee on Church Music has attempted a conscientious study 
of the problems of church music and worship in our churches from the tra- 
ditional three viewpoints, theoretical, historical, and practical; each member 
of the Committee being responsible for a definite part of that study. Be- 
cause the Committee has no means with which to get its findings to the 
interested parties in our churches, it has tried through the columns of the 
Synodical Bulletin to make our church people music conscious. Naturally, 
the Committee feels its inability to accomplish its task without greater 
means than has been available. | 


The Committee, has however, been consulted by individuals with 
worship problems and has given such advice and counsel as was thought 
best and valuable. 


Your Special Committee begs leave to recommend the following, in 
the light of the needs apparent among our ‘churches: 
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1. That synod take the proper steps necessary, to make of the present 
Special Committee on Church Music, a standing committee on Church Music 
and Worship. 


2. That Synod grant to this Committee such means as the executive 
committee is able financially to arrange, for the promotion of better church 
music and worship. 


3. We recommend that pastors, choirmasters, and organists, as well 
as all of the worshippers pay particular attention to the columns of the 
Church periodicals as, from time to time. they offer instruction and inspir- 
ation on subjects akin to the problems of worship. Especially do we recom- 
mend the use of the worship publication SURSUM CORDA, in which all 
of our Committee is interested, as a vehicle for imparting needy inspiration 
to better worship. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) CLARENCE B. LUND, 


Chairman 
The report was considered by items. 


Items 1 and 2 were adopted. Item 3 was a after 


Synod passed a motion expressing the thanks of the Synod 


to Pastor Lund for his courage in undertaking the publication 
“Sursum Corda”, 
The report was adopted as a whole. 


Pastor Lund sg the following amendment to the 
By-Laws of the Synod. Under the rules this must lie over 
until a later session. 


| Whereas the Synod has approved the Committee on Church Music and 
Worship. be it resolved: 


That Article III “Order of Business” of the By-Laws be amended so 
as to provide for a Committee on Church Music and Worship and so that 
the order of business include the report of this Committee. 


(Signed) CLARENCE B. LUND 


Pastor S. H. Roth presented the 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTE ON CHURCH DEBTS 


Your committee believes that there is urgent need for more consistent 
work to be done on the reduction of church debts, but that the work of this 
committee should be made an additional duty of the Stewardship committee. 


It is so recommended. 
Respectfully submitted, 


(Signed) SAMUEL H. ROTH, 
Chairman 
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The recommendation contained in this report was amended 
to make the Committee on Church Debts a department of the 
Stewardship Committee and the report then adopted as a 
whole. 


Dr. J. H. Dressler read the 
REPORT OF THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 


Your committee held three meetings since the last convention. Its 
membership is distributed among six sub-committees, i. e., Auxiliary, which 
strives to keep the auxiliary organizations of the Synod informed on the 
Stewardship program of the Synod; Family Altar, which supervises the 
Devotional Booklet’s publication; Literature, that provides helps for the 
Every Member Visitation; Monthly Letters, which addresses a. monthly 
communication to all Church Councils throughout the year; Program, 
which arranges for devotions at all meetings of the committee and special 
addresses at most of them; and Sunday schools, which promotes the 


Visitation in the Sunday schools. 


These sub-committees are all active, and have fulfilled the functions 
their names denote, as the members of the Synod know through the con- 
tacts these activities have made with them. Some of the outstanding ac- 


complishments 6f the year are these: 


The Devotional booklets reached a new high in 1938, the total distribu- 
tion being 303,000 copies. The Lent, 1939 issue was 124,000. The 
managing editor, Dr. Dressler, reports handling $4,896.10 in 1938, and a 
net surplus November 2 of $736.23. The size of this surplus leads the 
committee to make its recommendation, below. | 


The Every Member Visitation was stimulated in 1938 by the addresses 
of seventy five laymen in as many churches other than their own. This 
effort was organized and supervised by the Committee's chairman, under 


its authorization. The results of the effort were generally gratifying. One 


congregation attributes an increase of 62% in its benevolence income in 
the first quarter of 1939 to the addresses given by the two laymen assigned. 


The Committee offered its services for the Anniversary Appeal but 
was not called upon, so it undertook to complete it early in 1939. Its 
monthly letters to Church Councils are calculated to keep church leaders 


informed and zealous in all good works. 


Besides these outward activities, the Committee spends much time in 
devotional exercises and in study of stewardship problems. It endeavors 
to keep in touch with all developments in church finances and to draw 
constructive lessons from them. to promote greater giving and activity in 


Church life. 


At his own request, Dr. Dressler, who manages the Devotional Book- : 
let, has been bonded. 


The committee has had under consideration the possibilities of sound 


e — 
i 
q 
i 
$5) 
= 
wer 
a 
ifa 
Sets 
4 
fe 
oma : | 
oa 
; 
rs 
BR 
a 
# 
Bee 
| 
¥ 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA, 1939 ie 


films as stewardship agencies, and in view of the surplus in the Booklet 


treasury makes the following recommendation: 


That the Committee be authorized to purchase a camera and projector 
suitable for taking and showing pictures of 16 millimeters with sound, out 
or the proceeds from the sale of the Devotional Booklets. 

Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) R. H. GERBERDING, 


Chairman 


On motion the report was adopted as a whole. 


_ Permission was granted the Stewardship Committee to 
have the financial report covering publication of its devotional 
booklet printed in the Minutes of the Synod. 


The Chair then appointed Pastor C. A. Miley and Messrs. 
Michael Mandish and Lawrence Quisel a committee of tellers 
to conduct an election for members of the Stewardship Com- 
mittee. 


Dr. C. A. Piel presented the 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
The Committee on President's Report submits the following: 


1. That the labors of our president this year, as in the past twelve 


very difficult years, warrant our wholehearted approval and that his re- 


election Tuesday on the first ballot was a tribute to his energetic and effec- 
tive leadership more impressive than any resolution. 


2. That we approve his vigorous presentation of the. cause of Benevo- 
lence, concurring in his appraisal of the whole problem as essentially a 
spiritual one resting primarily on administrators, pastors, councilmen and 
all church leaders to open the eyes of our people to the real connection be- 
tween Christ's gifts to them and the needs of the sin-sick world. 

3. That a most effective instrument to this end would be the redraft- 
ing of the president’s synodical sermon in the form of a message from the 
president of Synod to the respective congregations and that this message be 
given the broadest publicity either by the reading of it from the chancel by 
the pastor or a layman, or by being mailed to every contributing member, 
or by both means. 

Respectfully 
(Signed) C. ALTON PIEL, 


Chairman 
On motion the report was adopted. | 


Dr. J. H. Dressler presented 
THE REPORT OF THE ARCHIVIST 


The Archives of the Synod have been placed in the new library of 
the Seminary building. Minutes of Synod and files of the Synodical Presi- 
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dent's correspondence have been added during the year. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) J. H. DRESSLER, 
Archivist 


On motion the report was adopted. 


Pastor P. L. Wetzler presented the 
REPORT OF SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION 


The railroads have kindly allowed a limited number of annual passes 
and a liberal grant of trip passes. 

With the introduction of reduced rates making the cost of travel very 
low for the clergy, there is a marked tendency to curb the number of 
passes allowed each denomination. 


- We deeply appreciate the many courtesies shown us during the past 
year by the railroads. By their kindness ames money has been .saved the 


church. 
Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) PAUL LUTHER WETZLER, 


Transportation secretary 
On motion the report was adopted. 


Pastor C. C. Roth presented 
THE REPORT OF THE BUDGET COMMITTEE 


We respectfully recommend: 


1. That the following distribution ol the receipts for the General Fund 
be made for the year 1939: 


Ministerial Education. .......... 1.20% 
Home Missions .................-..- 11.00% 
2.66% 
United Lutheran Church in America........... ..... 50.00% 

100.00% 

2. That the income for Inner Missions be divided as follows: 
Lutheran Welfare Society of Wisconsin........ 6214% 
Lutheran Welfare Society of Minnesota........ 12% 
15% 


Lutheran Welfare Society of North Dakota 3% 


3. That in view of the serious need of Carthage College for additional 
funds we urge all the congregations of the Synod to make a special effort 
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to help this school which is educating an iinet number of students 
from the territory of this Synod. It is suggested 


a. That wherever possible pastors try to raise at least 10c per con- 
firmed member for this worthy cause. 


b. That authorities of the College be permitted to canvass in all con- 
gregations that are willing to open their doors for that purpose. 


Respectfully submitted, 


(Signed) GEO. HEMSING, 
(Per C.C.R.) 


Chairman - 
On motion the report was adopted. 


Dr. Bagger, President of the Pittsburgh Synod, represent- 
ing the Executive Board of the United Lutheran Church in 
addressed the Synod. | 


The committee of tellers appointed to conduct the election 
of members of the Stewardship Committee reported the re- 
sult of the election as follows: 


Western Conference: Pastors W. H. Clement and L. G. 


Cloninger. 


Central Conference: Dr. P. H. Roth and Mr. C. E. An- 


derson. 


Wisconsin Conference: Pastor R. saa Groth and Dr. 
Joseph Hoffman. 


Adjourned at 12:30 with prayer by Pastor D. ‘Ai. Bucks. 


THURSDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 
Salem Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota 
2:00 p. m., May 4, 1939 


A Memorial Service was held for the Rev. Paul Reed Sie- 
bert, D. D. The Altar Service was conducted by the Rev. 
Webster H. Clement, the Synod’s necrologist. The eulogy 

for Dr. Siebert ‘was delivered by the Rev. Nels K. Feddersen. 


Following the Memorial Service the Synod resumed its 
business at 3:00 p. m. 


Pastor A. H. G. Gievec presented the 
_ REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CONFERENCES 


Your Committee herewith presents its report on the three conferences 
of the Synod. 
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Western Conference 


_ The 44th semi-annual convention of the Western conference was held 
at the First English Lutheran Church, Billings, Montana, on August 30, 
31 and September 1. 1938; the Rev. L. G. Cloninger, pastor. 


A pastors’ institute was conducted by the Rev. Gould Wickey, Ph.D. 
and the Rev. P. W. Roth, D.D. conducted a study on the book of Nehemiah. 


All officers were re-elected to serve until the May meeting of Con- 
ference and Mr. J. J. Wuerthner, Great Falls, Montana, was again re-elected 
lay representative on the executive committee of the Synod for the period 
of one year. ; 


The pre-Lenten retreat was held ees 14 and 15 at St. Mark's 
Lutheran church, Grand Forks, North Dakota, the Rev. Dorrance Jensen, 


pastor. 
Wisconsin Conference 


The 71st semi-annual convention of the Wisconsin conference was 
held at St. Peter’s English Lutheran Church, Janesville. Wisconsin, the 
Rev. H. C. Rex, pastor. on September 20-21, 1938. On Tuesday evening, 
September 20th. the Rev. Dwight H. Shelhart was installed into the office 
of synodical missionary. Pastor Shelhart was presented by the Rev. W. F. 
Bacher, D.D. and the Rev. R. H. Gerberding, D.D. read the act of in- 
stallation. 


An ordination service for candidate Charles Burmeister was conducted 
by the president of the Synod, assisted in the laying on of hands by the 
Reverend pastors W. F. Bacher, D.D., Gottfried Kempf, J. I. Meck, P. W. 
Roth, D. D., and B. J. Stecker. : 

The Rev. H. C. Rex was elected by unanimous ballot to the board 
of directors of the Nachusa orphanage. 

A motion was made to request the executive committee of the Synod 
to continue the rece | of the synodical bulletins throughout the summer 
months. 

The pre-Lenten retreat was held on Monday, February 13, at the 
Mount Olive Lutheran Church, Mukwonago, Wisconsin, the Rev. H. W. 
Saeger, pastor, with 39 pastors present. 


Central Conference 


The Central conference held its 49th semi-annual convention at the 
Faith Evangelical Lutheran Church. Winona, Minnesota, the seit F. W. 
[hlenfeld, pastor, on October 16, 17 and 18. 


The Service with the sacrament of the altar was held on Sunday 


evening, October 16, the president of Conference, the Rev. C. H. Bartsch, 


preaching the sermon. 


Business sessions were held on Tuesday morning. ‘The only office 
to be voted for was that of secretary-treasurer, the Rev. F. W. Ihlenfeldt 
being re-elected to the office. Dr. L. V. Downing of Woodale, Minneapolis 
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was elected to the executive board, and the Reverend pastors F. H. Clutz, 
and J. H. Dressler, D.D.. were elected to the lake camp board. 


The pre-Lenten retreat of the Central conference was held on Tues- 
day, February 21, at the St. John’s English Lutheran Church in Lakeville, 
the Rev. A. H. G. Gjevre, pastor. 27 conference pastors were present, and 
six brother pastors from other Lutheran groups were at the sessions. 


Pastors’ institutes were held at all three Conferences last fall and all 
brethren found them exceedingly uplifting and inspirational. 


Following the removal of Mr. Harry Wilson from the bounds of the 


Central conference, the president of Synod appointed Mr. C. E. Anderson 
to fill the vacancy on the executive committee. Mr. Anderson served be- 
’ tween September 1 and the fall convention of conference when Dr. L. V. 


Downing was elected. 


On January 9, the Rev. A. H. G. Gjevre was appointed by the presi- 
dent of Synod to fill the vacancy of secretary-treasurer, until this meeting of 


Synod. 


According to the amendment to the constitution in 1937 and the reso- 
lutions that accompanied it, the Western conference will elect a president 
for a two year term at the meeting of that Conference at this Synod, and 
the other two Conferences lay representatives for the same length of time. 


At the meeting of the Central Conference held at Synod May 3, 19339, 
a motion was made and seconded that the Conference go on record favor- 
ing the invitation made by the Twin City Lutheran Pastoral Association in 
inviting the U. L. C. A. to the Twin Cities for its 1940 convention. The 
invitation from the Salem-Spencer Parish to hold its fall convention there 
was accepted. The Rev. A. H. G. Gjevre was elected Secretary- Treasurer 


of Conference. 


At the meeting of the Western Conference held hee 3, 1939, the Rev. 
Goodwin T. Olson was elected President and the Rev. D. N. Jensen was 
elected Secretary-Treasurer. The invitation from St. Mark’s Grand Forks, 
to hold its fall conference was accepted. 


Your committee begs to recommend to Synod that Synod’s constitu- 
tion be amended so that under Article VIII. a proviso be added to the 
second paragraph of Section 4, to read, “provided, however, that when a 
Conference provides for a vice president, in case*~of a vacancy in the 
presidency, the vice president shall fill the vacancy for the unexpired term 


of the president’. 


We would also recommend that under Section 3 of the same article 
the words ‘‘for each of its pastors’ be added, to the third paragraph so as 
to make it correspond with Article 5, Section 3. 

Respectfully, 
(Signed) A. H. G. GJEVRE, 


Chairman 
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The two recommendations contained in this report were 
referred to the Executive Committee and the report was then 
adopted as a whole. 


On motion the Synod endorsed the invitation of the Twin 
City Lutheran Pastoral Association to the United Lutheran 
Church in America to hold its 1940 convention in the Twin 


Cities. 


A motion was made and carried that the Synodical Bulle- 
tin be published during the summer months. 


Pastor Geo. B. McCreary presented the 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON BEQUESTS 


The Committee on Bequests wishes to call attention to the gifts that 
have heen made to our seminary and several of our congregations by 
various members of our Synod who have died during the past year. 
These gifts have resulted from a deep sense of gratitude to Jesus Christ, 
and from the patient reminder of some of our pastors to their people that 
every testator should remember the work of the Church of Christ in fin- 


ally disposing of his earthly possessions. 


We again urge our people to remember the Church militant as they 
prepare to enter the church triumphant. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) GEORGE B. McCREARY, 


Chairman Committee on Bequests. 
The report was adopted 


Dr. P. W. Roth presented the 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON ARCHITECTURE 


By the time this report is read to you it is quite likely that every pas- 
tor in Synod, together with many lay delegates and visitors to our forty- 
ninth annual convention, will have inspected and admired the magnificent 
achievement of Salem congregation under leadership of Pastor Paul L. 
Wetzler and with the help of Architect Hugo C. Haueser in rebuilding and 
enlarging their church property. Those who have not yet seen the trans- 
formation of Salemn church have been happy to read about it in our 
Synodical Bulletin and in The Lutheran. Consequently all your Committee 
can do under the circumstances is to join the hosts of friends who offer 
heartiest congratulations to Salem congregation and its energetic pastor, 
and wish them all the joys of a greatly multiplied usefulness in the cause 
of Christ by the help of their new buildings. | 


By the time another year passes your Committee will, in all prob- 
ability, be able to report the completion of the building now begun by 
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St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran Church, corner of West Capitol drive 
and North 39th street. Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The pastor is the Rev. R. 
Bertram Reed, son of Dr. H. B. Reed, of our seminary. Pastor Reed sub- 
mitted plans for the proposed structure to your Committee for inspection. 
Recommendations were made which, on account of the meager financial 
resources at hand, could not be given favorable consideration. These 
plans were submitted to the Committee of Church Architecture of the 
Board of American Missions. Those who know what a splendid oppor- 
tunity St. Peter’s mission has in Milwaukee, and what a fine and favorably 
located property it possesses, also know what a great pity it is that our 
Church does not have sufficient funds to enable Pastor Reed and his people 
to erect immediately an adequate church building for their rapidly growing 


work. 


- It may be of help to our missionaries who contemplate building 
churches to call attention to a recent book by F. R. Webber, titled, “The 
Small Church: How to Build and Furnish It.” Published by J. H. Jansen, 
Caxton Bldg.. Cleveland, Ohio, price $3.50 


We recommend that our Seminary library be asked to include a shelf 


of books on church art and architecture to be lent to pastors of Synod 
who plan to build, remodel or adorn a church edifice. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) PAUL WAGNER ROTH 
Chairman 


The report was adopted. 


The Secretary offered the following 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 


The undersigned hereby propose the following aaneoet to the con- 
stitution of the Synod: 


That Sections 2 and 3 of Article VII be stricken and the following 


substituted therefor: 


Regular and standing committees as provided for in the By-Laws or 
by resolution of the Synod shall be elected or r appointed as the Synod 
may determine. 


Members of Boards of institutions controlled or sponsored by the Synod 
shall be elected at such time and in such manner as the Synod may deter- 


mine. 


} 


(Signed) CARL H. BARTSCH 
WM. H. GABLE 
HAROLD G. OLSEN 
L. V. DOWNING 
WM. F. BACHER 
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Pastor A. H. G. Gjevre offered the 


PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE 
SYNOD 


Your Committee begs to recommend to Synod that Synod’s constitu- 
tion be amended so that under Article VIII, a proviso be added to the sec- 
ond paragraph of section 4, to read, “provided, however, that when a Con- 
ference provides for a vice president. in case of a vacancy in the presidency, 
the vice — shall fill the vacancy for the unexpired term of the presi- 
dent”’, | 


We would also recommend that under Section 3 of the same article the 
_ words ‘for each of its pastors’’ be added to the third paragraph so as to 
make it correspond with Article 5, Section 3. 


| (Signed) A. H. G. GJEVRE 
N. K. FEDDERSEN 
G. F. GENSZLER 
A. C. BAUGHMAN 
C. H. BARTSCH 


Dr. Gerberding offered the 


REPORT OF THE DELEGATION TO THE BALTIMORE 


CONVENTION 
ef the 
UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH OF AMERICA 


Nine ministers and eight laymen represented the English Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod of the Northwest at the eleventh biennial convention of 
the United Lutheran Church in America at Baltimore, Maryland, October 
5-12. 1938. They were the following: : 


Pastors Bartsch, G. W. Genszler, Meck, P. W. Roth, Streich, Zinck, 
and Grant, Professor Reed and President Gerberding; Lay delegates Down- 
ing, Gottschalk, Jensen, Jouno, Mueller, Olsen, Wuerthner and Cornelius. 
Inability of one layman at a late date to attend and of several other alter- 
nates to substitute on short notice deprived the Synod of one representa- 
tive. All who attended were faithful in all required activities. 


The following served on committees: Dr. Zinck, Reference and 
Counsel; Pastor Meck, President's Report; Mr. Wuerthner, Memorials from 
Constituent Synods; Pastor Bartsch. Devotional Services; Mr. Gottschalk 
and Mr. Olsen, Tellers; Dr. Grant, Minutes; Dr. Reed, on Report of Re- 
lations Committee: Dr. Gerberding on Place of Next Convention and 
Special Committee of Nine on Theological Education. Dr. Gerberding 
also assisted at the opening Communion service. 


Dr. Zinck took part in the presentation of the report of the Board > 
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of Education. Doctors P. W. Roth, Gerberding and Grant spoke from 
the floor, as did also Mr. Gottschalk. Mr. Jensen was re-elected to the 
Executive Board, Dr. Zinck to the Board of American Missions, and Mr. 
Jouno to the Board of Social Missions. Other important places held by 
members of the Northwest Synod are these: Commission on Relations 
with other Lutheran bodies, J. K. Jensen and Dr. P. H. Roth; Commission- 
er to the National Lutheran Council, Dr. Zinck; Committee on Army and 
Navy Work. Dr. Fedders. Since the Convention Mr. Gottschalk has been 
appointed on a committee to study methods of boards’ accounting, and 
Pastor Meck has been elected to the Board of Education. 


The spirit and important decisions of the Convention were reported 
at length in the November issue of the Synodical Bulletin, to which the 
Synod is respectfully referred. 


Matters requiring attention of Synods are the following: 


Preeminent is the resolution asking the agreement of all Synods to 
institute a campaign among the Church’s congregations for the years 1939 
and 1940 to raise 100% of their apportionment. The fulfillment of that 
in the Northwest Synod would mean that our benevolences must increasz 
from the $71,474.54 of 1938 to at least $120,000. Our apportionment for 
these years is $84,714 each. 


Another is the adoption of a statement of principles on the call to 
the ministry, in which it is recognized that there are at times circumstances 


that warrant a congregation to terminate its’ contractual relationship with — 


a pastor without removing him from the ministry. Steps were taken to pre- 
pare a form of statement for the amendment of constitutions of congre- 
gations and of Synods to define procedure in such cases. 


A third was the adoption of resolutions stating the principle that the 
Church should control Theological education as to certain standards for 
seminaries, but not as to the ownership of the institutions. 


A fourth was the adoption of a program coordinating all agencies for 
the care of children under the age. of twelve under the name “The Chil- 
dren of the Church”, and entrusting the work to the Women’s Missionary 
Society. 
The spirit of the convention, and illumination and inspiration derived 
from it and from the whole program of the Church that it reviewed will 
be brought to the Northwest Synod by the special representative of its 


Executive Board to our convention, and by the several agencies of the | 


Promotional Plan as it is carried out throughout the year. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) R.H. GERBERDING, 
Chairman 


_ During the consideration of this report Dr. Christy offered 
the following resolution, which was adopted: 
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That it is the sense of this Synod and its most earnest de- 
sire that the full apportionment of the U.L.C. A. be raised dur- 
ing this biennium. 


The report was lien adopted as a whole. 


Dr. Gerberding then offered the following resolution which 
was adopted: 


That the Synod endorse the plan for conferences of church 
councilmen to be held in connection with the promotional plan 


of the Church. 


Pastor L. G. Cloninger presented the 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON COOPERATION WITH 
STATE LUTHER LEAGUES 


Your committee on the work of the State Luther Leagues in our 
Synod begs leave to report as follows: 


Wisconsin State Lother League 


Howard Andersen, president | of the State Luther caus reports as 
follows: 


The Luther League of Wisconsin has had a satisfactory year. The 
majority of the leagues operate on the 14 and 16 point programs suggested 
by national headquarters. There are several which do not carry the name 
“Luther League” and their activities are more social than spiritual. There 


have also been several new leagues organized this year. 


The past year we have fulfilled our Konnarock Mission quota of 
$89.00. We also contributed $50.00 to help with the expense of the 2nd 
annual Wisconsin Lutheran Youth Conference. 


The 40th annual convention was held at Trinity Church, West Bend, 
June 26 and 27, 1938. There were about 100 registered delegates. — 


On November 4, 1938, the second Annual Wisconsin Lutheran Youth 
Conference was held at Epiphany Church, Milwaukee. The conference 
was well attended. The program was inspirational and educational. 


The 41st annual convention will be held at St. Paul’s Church, Neenah, 
Wisconsin, June 25, 26 and 27. The majority of the leaguers prefer a 
three day convention to the two days with which we experimented last 


Western Conference 
The pastors of the churches in Livingston, Billings and Great Falls, 


‘year. 


‘Montana; Grand Forks, North Dakota and Winnipeg, Manitoba, all _re- 


port active Luther Leagues, as does also the parish secretary of St. Mark’s. 
Fargo. There being no state leagues because of distances separating the 
congregations, these leagues are not associated together. The one in 


wae 
Ry, 
Ae 
4 
ke 
| 
q 

Rig 

4 
Waste 
| 
: 
Ser 
Bie 
44 


_ MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA, 1939 65 


Winnipeg belongs to the Manitoba provincial League. Statistics for these 
organizations show six senior léagues and two intermediates. Total 
membership is approximately 200. The Grand Forks league is sending one 
of its members to the National convention at Long Beach, California. 


Minnesota State Luther League 
The Rev. Nels K. Feddersen writes: 


Every Church should have at least one Luther League and if pos- 
sible two. The Church of tomorrow needs the leaders the leagues produce. 
Our young people need their inspiration, information and fellowship. Min- 
nesota needs not only more leagues but more young people in every 
league. May the time soon come when every person of league age is 
active in this organization “of the Church, by the Church and for the 
Church.” 


Robert Nelson, president of the Minnesota State Luther League re- 
ports that there are over 500 Luther Leagues in Minnesota; that two 
were recently admitted; that there were over 125 leaguers present at the 
last convention and that Rev. F. H. Bloch brought inspirational messages 
and aroused new interest in the national work. 


Mr. Nelson tells us that the threefold program of the League is al- 
ways stressed; that Minnesota oversubscribed the Konnarock project 
$162.00; that this year’s special missionary project is the sending of a 
Northwestern seminary student, Paul Waldschmidt, up to northern Minne- 
sota, to do pioneer missionary work. 


President Nelson concludes: We ask God for guidance through the 
coming years and pray that the Luther League may play increasingly larger 
parts in the lives of our young people. | 

The civilized nations of the world have awakened to the need for 
special efforts in behalf of the education and training of their young people. 
The same must be true of the Church. Therefore we again urge Synod, 
conferences, and congregations to give our youth special attention and 

Respectfully submitted, — 
(Signed) PAUL A. FEUSTEL, 
| | Synodical Chairman 

On motion the report was adopted. 


Pastor Paul E. Bishop offered the 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON COOPERATION WITH THE 
WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY 


The encouraging cooperation of the Women’s Missionary Society of 


the United Lutheran Church in America is forcefully told by the amount — 


of $555,822.16 contributed to the agencies of the Church during the past 
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two years. In the Synod of the Northwest, the. Society continues as a 
growing factor in the congregational, conference, and synodical work. On 
January list, 1939, the missionary society assumed responsibility for the 
newly formed department of church work, “The Children of the Church.” 
The secretary, Mrs. Goodrich, reports that at the end of three months 29 
congregations in Synod have adopted this program. She writes, “Com- 
ments from leaders lead us to believe that we are reaching many more 
children by means of this new program than we reached heretofore. This 
is due to the enthusiastic reception of the splenidid material provided for 
our use, and to the marvelous support from pastors, conference secretaries, 
and local leaders. A faithful working of this program will assure a greater 
Church for tomorrow. What are you doing to further the child's growth 
in the life that has at its heart, allegiance to Christ and the living of His 
way? Remember, there is no time to lose!” 


We commend the sincere work of the Women's Missionary Society 
in all its departments to the thankful prayers and careful attention of | 
Synod. | 

(Signed) PAUL E. BISHOP, 
Chairman 
On motion the report was adopted. 


Pastor J. I. Meck offered the 
REPORT OF THE FOREIGN MISSIONS COMMITTEE 


Although unfavorable world conditions have impeded the normal pro- 
gress of world evangelization, the work of Foreign Missions as carried 
on by the United Lutheran Church in America has made creditable gains. 


_ The Synod of the Northwest under the leadership of its Foreign Missions — 


Committee has endeavored to cooperate with the General Board by carry- 
ing out its recommendations. Missionaries from many of our fields have 
spoken in our churches and pastors have presented the cause in their par- 


ishes. 


In response to the Epiphany appeal forty-two pastors used the litera- 
ture prepared by the Board and received offerings which this year were 


designated for the medical plant at Rentichintala, India. 


On August 14, Miss Hazel Biederbeck, of First church, Platteville, 
Wisconsin. of which the Rev. R. R. Doering is pastor. was commissioned 
a missionary to Liberia, Africa. Other missionaries who have gone out 
from our Synod are Lydia Reich from Epiphany, Milwaukee; Faith Lippard 
from Salem, Minneapolis; Myrtle Onsrud from Redeemer, Milwaukee; and 
Nanna Lindahl from Woodale, Minneapolis; Redeemer Church, the Rev. A. 


_A. Zinck, pastor, supports Miss Onsrud, and Epiphany Church, the Rev. 


P. W. Roth, pastor. supports Miss Reich. The synodical womens society 
supports Miss Lippard. | 


The following churches have parishes abroad: St. Marks, Fargo, Osaka, 
Japan, $200; Lake Park, Milwaukee, Tsan Kou, China, $200; Salem, Min- 
neapolis, East Kobe, Japan, $200; Reformation, Milwaukee, Timmapuram, 
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_ India, $225; Holy Trinity, Minneapolis, Tarlupadu, India, $200; Holy Trin- 


ity, St. Paul, Ankireddipalem, India, $50. Churches having proteges are 
Holy Trinity, Minneapolis. three in India, $150; Lake Park, Milwaukee, 
India, $30; Redeemer, Milwaukee, India, $25; Holy Conon. reps 
India, $45. 3 


The Rev. ‘o Thoskiaeon, missionary to Japan on furlough, as the 
special appointee of the Board to our Synod, carried out alimited itinerary 
speaking at Salem, Holy Trinity, and Northwestern seminary, Minneapolis, 
Holy Trinity. St. Paul; St. Matthews, Wauwatosa; Incarnation, and Re- 
deemer, Milwaukee: and Atonement. Racine. Other missionaries on furlough 


who spoke in our churches were Bertha Koenig, of Africa, Dr. Arline Beal 


and Hildegarde Swanson, of India, and Rev. and Mrs. Ralph Sell of China. 


- Reports from all fields show significant progress and worthy accomp- 
lishments. In India, Noble college, of the Church of England, has united 
with Andhra Christian college and plans have been made for the One Hun- 
dredth anniversary of our mission including a centenary tour to India in 
1942. Accessions in our China mission were over 700 last year, the highest 
ever attained. Rural mission work in Japan is developing and the seminarv 
has 22 students, the greatest in a decade. In Liberia, Africa, a new station 


was opened and two native pastors were ordained which marks the begin- 


ning of an indigenous Church. In Argentine several new churches will be 
dedicated. The old mother church at New Amsterdam, British Guiana, 
added 100 members and new work was opened at Georgetown, the capital. 


The Board of Foreign Missions has not only paid a huge financial 
obligation incurred during the world war. but it is now keeping its budget 
balanced. Your Committee concurs with the board in its plea for increased 
giving of benevolences and special gifts. 

Respectfully submitted. 
(Signed) J. F. MARLATTE, 


Chairman 
On motion the report was adopted. 


Pastor Webster H. Clement offered 
‘THE REPORT OF THE NECROLOGIST 


A certain page of last year’s Minutes of Synod had this heading: “Dr. 


Paul R. Siebert then presented the ‘Report of the Committee on Cooperation 
with the Board of Ministerial Pensions and Relief.’ The following page 
recorded the Report of the Necrologist. 


Little did the pastors and delegates at that time dream that Dr. Paul 


Reed Siebert would be absent in 1939. 


God's ways are not our ways. We bow in humble submission to His 
will. 


Several pastors have also lost loved ones this year. May our kind 
Heavenly Father watch most lovingly over the Siebert family and over all 
our homes saddened by death. 
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__- A memorial service will be held on Thursday afternoon at 2. oclock, 
the Rev. N. K. Feddersen, the preacher. 


Respectfully submitted. 
(Signed) WEBSTER H. CLEMENT 


The report was adopted. 


The Rev. Dr. Paul Reed Siebert 


Dr. Paul Reed Siebert, pastor of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
the Reformation, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, died in the Milwaukee hospital 


August 12, 1938, after an illness of about six weeks. 


He was a son of the late A. F. Siebert, D. D., a sainted pastor of long 
service in Germantown, Ohio. He was born in the parsonage there on 
September 3, 1885, and was baptized and confirmed in his father’s church. 
After graduation from the local schools he attended Wittenberg college, 
and three years after completing its course was also graduated from Chi- 
cago Lutheran Theological Seminary and ordained into the gospel ministry 
the same year, 1910. The ordination sermon was preached by his father in 
St. John’s church, Miamisburg, Ohio, at a convention of the District Synod 
of Ohio. That same year he received the degree of Master of Arts from 
Wittenberg college. In 1926 Carthage college honored him with a doctor- 


ate of divinity. 


Pastor Siebert served parishes at Asheville and Roseville, Ohio, suc- 


_cessively from July 1910, until November 1914, after which he entered a 


six-year pastorate in St. John’s church, Zanesville, Ohio. He answered the 
call of his last congregation, Reformation, Milwaukee, in October 1920, and 
served it for almost eighteen years. In that time congregation grew from a 
confirmed membership of 792 to 1,350. The aggregate of the funds raised 
by the congregation during the pastorate lacks little of half a million dol- 
lars, of which over $170,000 was for benevolent purposes. The church 
property was necessarily enlarged by the addition of an ample parish 
house in 1927. The congregation has become one of the strongest in the 
Synod of the Northwest. 


In addition to his pastoral and local leadership, Dr. Siebert was al- 
ways actively interested in the affairs of the Church at large. He was a 
member of the Synod’s Seven-year-program-committee throughout its ex- 
istence, 1925-1932, and helped inaugurate the work of its successor, the 
Stewardship committee, the first year of its existence. From 1928 to 1931 — 
he was president of the Wisconsin Conference of the Synod and in that 
capacity greatly helped in the administrative work of the Synod and pro- 
moted its home missionary expansion. He was a member of the Committee 
on Reception of Congregations, and in that capacity reviewed the consti- 
tutions and other qualifications of some thirty-five of the present one hun- 
dred and four congregations in the Synod prior to their admittance. He also 
served from time to time on many important committees. He was president 
of the Milwaukee ministerium for four years, and was one of the guiding 
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spirits in the Green Lake summer school. Besides his home mission activities, 
he encouraged a deep interest in the foreign work. His congregation has 
long supported a congregation abroad. 


In 1910 Pastor Siebert was married to Rhea Morrison in Springfield, 
Ohio. She has -been a faithful companion and helper throughout his min- 
istry and survives to mourn his death. Their children are Paul and Eliza- 
beth, both of whom are married; Vaughn, a student in Carthage college; and 
Albert and Dorothy, both in High School. He is survived also by his 
brothers, A. F. and A. Z. Siebert, and a sister, Mrs. Stanage. He leaves 
also three grandchildren. 


The funeral was held Monday, August 15, in Reformation Church, 
Milwaukee. Some thirty robed pastors formed a respectful and sorrowing 
procession to accompany the remains. The Church Council of the Church 
were the pallbearers. The sermon was preached by the president of the 
Synod of the Northwest, the Rev. Dr. R. H. Gerberding of Minneapolis, 
Minnesota. His sermon on “Victory In Death’ was based on I Corinthians 
15:57. President William Niebling of the Milwaukee ministerium and the 
Rev. A. G. Streich, a neighboring pastor who gave much comfort to Dr. 
Siebert during his illness, made short addresses. Burial was made in Wan- 
_derer’s Rest, a cemetery in Milwaukee. “The Lord hath given and the 
Lord hath taken away: Blessed be the Name of the Lord.” 


(Signed) WEBSTER H. CLEMENT, 
Necrologist 


The Secretary presented the 
REPORT OF THE STATISTICIAN 


~The following figures are summaries according to Parochial reports . 


sent in by congregations of Synod. All the congregations reported. 


| % Inc. 
1938 1937 Inc. Dec. or 
Dec. 

Number of Congregations ...... im... 3 
Baptized Membership .............. 63046 ' 60960 2086 3.4 
Confirmed Members  ................ 42655 41244 1411 3.4 
Communing Members ............... 33327 31866 «1461 4.5 
Contributing Members ............ 31921 | 30923 998 3.2 
Sunday School Scholars ........ 16829 16214 615 3.7 
Value of Church Property ....$4,566,905 $4,610,960 $44,055 0.9 
1,374,127 1,421,455 4/316 3.3 
Total Current 399,786 . 400,241 Ua 
Total Unusual Expense ........ 102,766 2.229 19,463 15.9 
Total Expense ..........-.- 522,470 19,918 3.8 
Benevolence Gen’! Fund: 70,280 69.615 665 0.9 
Other Benevolences ................ 35,706 28,987 6719 ~*~ 23.1 


Total Benevolences  ................ 105,986 98,602 7384 73 
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Grand Total Expense and ee 

General Fund Benevolence 

per Confirmed Member 1.64 1.68 
Other Benevolences per © | 

Confirmed Member ........ 70 
Current Expenses per : 

Confirmed Member ........ 9.37 9.70 
Percent of Confirmed Members | 

................ 75.3% 


It is pleasing to note that for the first time in several years Sunday 
School enrollment shows an* increase over the previous year. Although the 
total contributed to General Benevolence shows an increase over the pre- 
vious year the per confirmed member contribution shows a decrease. The 
ratio of communing members to confirmed members continues to climb. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Signed) C. A. GOTTSCHALK, 


Statistician 
The report was adopted. 


An amendment to Article III of tee By-Laws of the Synod, 
providing for a Committee on Church Music and Worship, 
offered at a previous session, was then put to a vote and 


adopted. 


Pastor F. O. Broesicke offered the 
REPORT OF THE HISTORIAN 


Your Historian has received and recorded eight additional Personal 
Records of pastors of Synod and a number of anniversary booklets with 
up-to-date histories of congregations. Eighty-five Personal Records of active 
pastors are on file and of eighteen pastors no records have been received. 
Histories of twenty-six congregations are still lacking. Considerable mater- 
ial of historical value has been received from the personal file of Mr. George 


Hemsing and is gratefully acknowledged. 


The following service was rendered by the Historian during the course 
of the past year: (1) A transcript of the Personal Record, incident to the 
death of the Reverend Paul Reed Siebert, D. D., was sent to the President 
of Synod. (2) A brief historical sketch of the early beginnings of the 
Synod of the Northwest was prepared and sent upon request to be used in 
an historical exhibit of the New York state Luther League. This request 


was forwarded to the Historian by Mr. C. A. Gottschalk and a copy of the 


sketch transmitted to the president of Synod. (3) A sufficient number 
of blanks have been forwarded to Professor Dressler for the members of 
the graduating class of Northwestern Seminary. 


Your Historian again urgently requests all pastors, who have not done 
so, to send in their Personal Reports and Histories of congregations as soon as_~ 
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as possible. Blanks for that purpose may be secured from the Historian 
upon request. | 
Respectfully Submitted, 


(Signed) | FRANK O. BROESICKE, 


Historian 
The report was adopted. 


Pastor L. C. Burns presented 
THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 


Your committee recommends the adoption of the following: 


1. RESOLVED, that as a Synod we again acknowledge with grati- 
tude the aboundant blessings of our Heavenly Father in the past year, recog: 
_ nizing at all times our utter dependence on Him. 


2. RESOLVED, that we express our sincere thanks to the Rev. Paul 
L. Wetzler, pastor of Salem Church, the student assistant, the parish secre- 
tary, the choir and organist, and all the members of Salem Church who 
have contributed in any way to the hospitality enjoyed at this convention. 


3. RESOLVED, that we instruct our publicity department to convey — 


to the Minneapolis Journal, the Minneapolis Tribune, the Minneapolis Star, 
and the St. Paul Pioneer Press and Dispatch, our thanks for the generous 
publicity given this convention. 


4. RESOLVED, that we instruct our publicity department to convey 
our official thanks to ‘““The Lutheran” for the generous space given to the 
Northwest Synod news items in the year past. 


5. RESOLVED, that the sympathy of the convention be extended to 
the sorrowing family of the late Rev. Paul R. Siebert, D. D. 


6. RESOLVED, that we express our sincere thanks to the Rev. A. 


M. Knudsen, regional secretary of the Board of American Missions and to - 


the Rev. H. H. Bagger, D. D., official representative of the Executive Board 
of the Church for their presence at our convention. 


7. RESOLVED, that the Synod request the Inner Mission Committee 
of the Synod to correlate the activities of this committee with the newly 


created department of welfare work of the National Lutheran Council and 


the Board of Social Missions of the U. L. C. A. 


8. RESOLVED, that United States Senators and Representatives from 
states on our territory be officially informed of Synod’s disfavor of any 
legislation which would bring ministers under the Social Security Act. _ 


9. RESOLVED, that we recognize the deplorably low scale of many 
of our pastors’ salaries, as mentioned in the president's report, and that the 
president urge those congregations whose pastors are underpaid to do all in 
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their power to raise such salaries to a figure commensurate with the dignity 
and need of the ministerial office. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) LYLE C. BURNS, 


| | Chairman 
The report was considered by items. 


Item 1 adopted, with prayer by Dr. Christy. 
Items 2 to 6 inclusive, adopted as read. 


Item 7 amended and adopted as given above. 


Item 8 adopted. 


Item 9, amended to substitute the words ‘‘the President’ 
for the word ‘we’ preceding the word ‘urge’ and adopted as 


amended. 
The report was then adopted as a whole. 


P. Gerberding presented 


THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON TRAVELING EXPENSES 
Your Committee on Traveling Expenses reports that traveling and 
other allowed expenses of pastors and delegates have been ascertained, ex- 


amined and referred to the treasurer of Synod for equalization. 
We recommend that 15% increase be again apportioned. 
Respectfully submitted, 


(Signed) F. A. BERG, | 
The report was adopted. 


Pastor N. K. Feddersen presented the 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EXCUSES 


The Committee recommends that the following be excused from all 
sessions: Pastors Paul Feustal, B. J. 'Stecker, Joseph Ramsay and H. C. 
Koch and Mr. August Moths. 


The committee recommends the following to be excused from part 
sessions: Pastors H. C. Rex, Carl F. Schneider, H. E. Carlson, M. A. 
Haker, D. H. Bucks, Edward J. Blenker, Walfred Stromberg and Frank 
Berg, Messrs. J. K. Jensen, J. C. Schleuter, C. T. Sund, L. E. Brophy, John 
King, Edw. Lindahl, Frank Matson, Raymond Edwards and Martin Lange. 


Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) NELS K FEDDERSEN 
Chairman 
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On motion the report was adopted. 


On motion the Chair was granted time to appoint standing 
committees. 


The minutes of today’s session were read and approved. 


Adjourned at 4:30 p. m. with prayer by Pastor Kempf. 


THURSDAY EVENING SESSION 
Salem Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota 


_ Thursday, May 4, 1939 
The sodiiasion service was held Thursday; May 4, 1939, 


at 8:00 p. m. in Salem Church, Minneapolis, Minnesota. The 


vice-presidents of the Synod officiated at the altar. The ser- 
mon was delivered by the Rev. John I. Meck. 


The secretary presented the candidate for ordination, J. 
‘Woodrow Jacobson, to the President of the Synod, who or- 
dained him, assisted by the pastors W. H. Gable, i I. 
Meck, Carl H. Bartsch and Wm. F. Bacher, D. D. 


- The Sacrament of the Altar was administered by the Rev. 
Wn. F. Bacher, D. D. 


Following the ordination service, the Rev. R. H. Gerber- 
ding, D. D., who had been reelected President of the Synod 


at a previous session, was formally inducted into office by the 


senior vice-president, the Rev. W. H. Gable. 


The President then formally adjourned the convention of 


the Synod according to the prescribed order. 
(Signed) WM. BACHER, 


Secretary. 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, 


May 4, 1939. 


Erratum: The following name was inadvértantly omitted 


from the list of members of the Executive Committee in the 
Directory of the Synod on page 3: 


+ The Hon. J. J. Wuerthner, Ford Bldg., Great. Falls, Mon- 


tana. 
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ITEMIZED TRAVELING EXPENSE REPORT | 

| , Amount | Amount —— 
Congregations Clergy Lay Total | Appor- Due Congre- 

tioned Synod gations 

Advent, Cedarburg — $13.16 $13.16 
Atonement, Beloit 7.25 10.54 3.29 
Atonement, Racine a 15.10 21.40 51.68 
Bay Shore, Milwaukee 7.70 12.75 20.45 12.24 8.21 
Calvary, Antigo 8.10 6.60 1.50 
Emanuel, Menominee --- 3.20 3.20 
Epiphany, Milwaukee 7.70 15.05 22.75 56.85 
Fern. St. Paul ...... 34.14 
First, Billings 4 56.40 22.96 79.36 72.12 
First, Sheboygan 21.00 6.12 14.88 
First, West Allis —....... 20.16 10.44 
First, Winnipeg — 29.40 6.43 22.97 
Golgatha, Milwaukee 6.70 12.75 19.45 6.56 
Grace, Alden. 2.50 2.50 6.29 3.79 
Grace, Kenosha 24.00 24.00 2.89 
Holy Communion, Racine 7.16 3.58 10.74 58.28 See a 
Holy Trinity, La Crosse 9.90 2.87 12.77 23.70 10.93 ildiinooe 
Holy Trinity, Marshall 3.13 8.13 
Holy Trinity, Minneapolis ...... 45.73 
Holy Trinity, Superior -....... 2.90 5.80 8.70 9.52 ae ae 
Immanuel, Bailey’s Harbor 16.26 16.26 5.92 
Incarnation, Milwaukee 15.40 17.70 33.10 4.13 
Jackson’ Park, Milwaukee 12.75 12.75 8.09 
Lake of Isles, Minneapolis .09 -06 15 2.72 2.57 
Lake Park, Milwaukee 2.10 17.70 19.80 32.64 12.84 HA See 
Luther Memorial, Madison 38.69 38.69 
Mounds View, St. Paul 1.87 1.87 
Mt. Olive, Montevideo 8.10 2.73 
Mt. Olive, Mukwonago 10.20 4.79 
Nativity, Milwaukee 6.75 1.38 
Our Saviour’s Fond du Lac -... 19.80 19.80 22.07 
Redeemer, Livingston + 70.00 102.25 9.28 92.97 
Redeemer, Milwaukee 21.90 43.80 3.37 
Redeemer, So. Side Milwaukee _ 6.70 13.40 20.10 8.74 
Redeemer, Zumbrota 5.10 7.79 2.69 
Reformation, Milwaukee 7.50 15.05 22.55 45.90 23.35 
Reformation, St. Paul 32.84 
Resurrection, Milwaukee 21.60 21.60 1.61 
Richfield, Minneapolis  -. 17.44 17.44 
Salem, Albert Lea 4.30 16.76 12.46 
St. Andrew’s Lincolntown — 2.10 2.10 4.20 6.43 
St. Jame’s, Marinette 19.80 19.80 $9.60 19.28 ieinicbace 20.32 
St. John’s Beaver Dam 17.70 17.70 9.37 
St. John’s Elkhorn 6.70 6.70 
St. John’s, Great Falls 24.60 57.90 82.50 9.28 73.22 
St. John’s, Kildeer 39.00 3.00 42.00 8.70 is cities 83.30 
St. John’s Lakeville 1.50 1.50 3.00 5.71 2.71 
St. John’s, Mound 1.38 7.14 
St. John’s, Oshkosh 17.58 27.20 
St. John’s, Polar 4.08 4.08 
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ITEMIZED TRAVELIN G EXPENSE REPORT 
| Amount | 
Congregations Clergy Lay Total Appor- Due 
St. Luke’s, Waukesha 7.10 14.18 21.28 14S ee 6.69 
St. Mark's, Fargo ...... a’ 16.00 22.00 $1.04 - 
St. Mark’s, Grand Forks 19.50 7.74 
St. Mark’s, Jefferson 20.22 10.67 
Matthew’s, Spencer 15.00 10.00 25.00 18.51 
St. Matthew’s, Wauwatosa 6.70 15.05 21.75 21.90 
St. Paul’s Neenah 18.00 5.00 23.00 36.65 13.68! eee 
St. Paul’s, Red Wing 2.10 2.10 4.20 23.60 50.00 °c 
St. Paul’s, Waterloo 15.00 2.08 
St. Peter’s Janesville 12.86 19.40 23.80 
St. Peter’s Milwaukee 6.38 12.75 19.13 ee nie 16.00 
Trinity, Appleton 17.40 5.36 
Trinity, Church’s Ferry 1.67 1.67 
Trinity, Kenosha 24.00 24.00 16.59 
Trinity, Lindstrom 2.70 16.63 13.93 
Trinity, Marshfield 3.58 6.32 
Trinity, West Bend —_ 16.40 icin 16.40 Mae 3.21 
Washington Park, Milwaukee 13.38 13.38 17.27 
$779.40 $462.81 $1242.21 $1417. 385 $697.51 $522.37 
CLERICAL REGISTER, 1939 

NAME ADDRESS CONFERENCE 

Almer, Carl A. -Kildeer, N. D.. Western 

Amundson, Herbert, D...-..../|707 W. Howard St., Winona, Minn. Central 

Bacher, Wm. F., D. D. (2)--~-.}21381 N. 37th St., Milwaukee Wis. Wisconsin 

Bald, Louis G._.- 205 Lenore St., Winnipeg, Canada Western 

Bartsch, Carl H. 2730 E. 3lst St., Minneapolis, Minn. Central 

Bakken, E. M. 4461 ist St., N. E. Minot, N. D. Western 


Baughman, A. C. 


4448 N. Ardmore Ave., Milwaukee, Wis.._...Wisconsin 


Baumgaertner, A. C. 140 Forest Ave., Phillips, Wis. Wisconsin 
Berg, F. A. 843 Wisconsin Ave., Beloit, Wis. Wisconsin 
Birch, A. E. 2612 W. Auer Ave, Milwaukee, Wis. Wisconsin 


Bishop, Paul E. 


5400 N. Hollywood Ave., Milwaukee, Wis...Wisconsin 


Blenker E. J. (6) 


723 W. Johnson St., Madison, Wis.______- Wisconsin 


Bosserman, D. 219 S. Allen St., Appleton, Wis. Wisconsin 
Breest, C. T. 1407 Margaret St., , St. Paul, Minn. Central 
Broesicie, Frank O. P. QO. Box 704, Waterloo, Wis. Wisconsin 
Bucks, David H 20381 N. 55th St., Milwaukee, Wis. Wisconsin 


Burmeister, C. 


4808-A, W. Oklahoma Ave., Milwaukee __.. Wisconsin 


Burns, Lyle C. MOE 4246 Stevens Ave., Mpls., Minn. Central 
Carlson. Harold E. Mound, Minn. -- Central 
Christy, W. P., D.D.--...----.}2614 Vinvent Ave. N., Minneapolis, Minn._..Central 
Clement, Webster H. , 418 W. Lewis St., Livingston, Mont. Western 


Cloninger, L. Glenn 
Clutz, Frank H. 


8114 6th Ave. N., Billings, Mont..........__ Western 
1024 Laurel Ave., St. Paul, Minn. ~........_Central 


Dehaan, J. E.. 


Alden, Minn. 


Doering, R. R. 


233 Bayley Ave., Platteville, Wis. Wisconsin 


Dressler, J. H., D. D. 


942—19th Ave. N. E., Minneapolis, Minn...._Central 


_Eckhoff, Carl (5) 


Engdahl, David E. (5) 


1906 Johnson St., N. E.. Minneapolis, Minn.__Central 


Fagerlin, Car] 
Fedders, John F., D.D. me 
Feddersen, N. K. 


Feustel, Paul A.---. 
Foreid, 
Gable, W. H. (4) 


Genszler, Geo. We DD. 


-.5152—27th Ave. S., Minneapolis, Minn. Central 
1271 S.. 9th St... Central 
2101 E. Newberry Blvd., Milwaukee, Wis...Wisconsin 
5740 Pillsbury Ave., Minneapolis, Minn... ~~ Central 
311 E. Walnut St., Horicon, Wis. sconsin 
235—20th Ave., S., Minneapolis, Central 
JRocky Boy, Mont. Western 
2000 Carmel Ave., Racine, Wis. Wisconsin 
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CLERICAL REGISTER, 1939 


NAME ADDRESS | CONFERENCE 

Genszler, Garrett F. 1402 Main St., Marinette, Wis. Wisconsin 
Gerberding, R. H., D.D. (3) = 8512 Girard Ave. S., Minneapolis, Minn.....Centra] 

Gerberding, W. P. 567 Bidwell St., St. Paul, Minn. Central 
Gjevre, A. H. G. Lakeville, Minn. Central 

Grant, Chas. L., D.D.....-.... 610 Aurora Ave., St. Paul, Minn. ___....._._Centra] 
Groth, R. W. 116—10th Ave. N., West Bend, Wis. ~.....Wisconsin 

Gruhn, August 2000 S. Layton Bivd., Milwaukee, Wis.....Wisconsin 
Gruhn, H. W. Bailey’s Harbor, Wis. -- Wisconsin 
Haker, M. A. 404 Newell Ave., Lindstrom, Minn. Centra. 

Hays, A. C. P. (3) 1269 W. Minnehaha Pkwy, Minneapolis, Minn_Central 

Holman, H. Stanley... 7408 Pershing Blvd., Kenosha, Wis. Wisconsin 

Holmquist, Geo. L. Spencer, S. D. Central 

Ihlenfeld, Fred W. 916—5th Ave. S., Fargo, Western 
Jacupnson, J. Woodrow. 2510 N. Hubbard St., Milwaukee, Wis... Wisconsin 
Jensen, Dorrance Ne + RE een 18 Conklin Ave., Grand Forks, N. D. Wester. 

Jensen, Ettis 1009 E. 62nd St., Chicago, . Western 
Johnson, Earl J. | 2809 Oakland Ave. S. Minneapolis, Minn. Central 
Kempf, Gottfried _..|418 W. Christine Lane, Milwaukee, Wis... Wisconsin 

©. Ai... _.. |807 E. Fourth St., Marshfield, Wis. Wisconsin 

Koch, H. G. 67 Center St., Cedarburg, Wis. ~. Wisconsin 
Kraemer, Irwin R...---.--~.. |506 Grand Ave. -»- Waukesha, Wis. Wisconsin 

A. P. __..|4642 Bloomington Ave.S., Minneapolis, Minn..Central 

- Jand. C. B. 104 S. Broad St. Elkhorn, Wis. . Wisconsin 
Maier, Carl E. Walters, Minn. Central! 

McCreary, Geo. B. 1821 N. 5th St., Sheboygan, Wis... Wisconsin 

- Marker, Edwin F. 621 Fourth St., Red Wing, Minn... Centra) 
Marlatte, J. F. 419 Newton Ave. N., Minn._...Centra] 

Meck, J. I. 1320 Deane Blvd., Racine, W Wisconsin 

Miley, Chas. A. 7313 W. Orchard St., West Wisconsin 

Miller, Harlon M. Cannon Falls, Minn. _- Central 

Moerke, E. L. 1510 W. Keefe Ave., Milwaukee, Wis. Wisconsin 

Motz-kus, H. J. : 4012 Vernon Aye., St. Louis Pk. Sta., Mpls.__Central 

Neuhardt, E. 5229—44th Ave. S., Minneapolis, Minn. .Central 

Niebling, Wm. 1720 N. 75th St., Wauwatosa, Wis. —.... Wisconsin 

Olson, Goodwin T. 1304 Fourth Aye. N., Great Falls, Mont. —...Western 

Peterson, A Edward___._____./510 W. 5th St., Zumbrota, Minn. Central 

Piel, C. Alton, D.D. 2131 N. 37th St., Milwaukee, Wis. _.. Wisconsin 
110 Caxton Bidg., Cleveland, O. a Wisconsin 


Ramsey, Jose (5) 
Rasmussen, 


Raun, Jas. J., Ph.D. (8) 


Reed, H.B., D.D. (3) 


Reed, R. Bertram 


241 Superior St., Antigo, Wis........... Wisconsin 
2220 Vincent Ave. N., Minneapolis, Minn...Central 


|960—19th Ave. N. E., Minneapolis, Minn.._Central 


Roth, Paul H., D. D. (8)./-..- 
Roth, Paul Wagner, D. D......| 


Roth, Carl C., D.D... 


Roth, Samuel H.. 


Roth, Richard W. 


Saeger, H. W. 


Schmid, H. J. 


Schneider, Carl 


F. 
Shannon, John P. 
Shelhart, D.H. (7)--- 


Sonnenberg, J. R. 


Smith, Charles P. 


Stecker, B. J. 


Stoffel, N. 


Streich, 


Stromberg, WJ M. 


Stump, Jos. Jr. 


Wackernagel, E. J 


Weng, Roland H. 


Wetzler, Paul L.-_. 


Wicklund, Edw. R.. 


8934 N. 42nd St., Milwaukee, Wis... Wisconsin 
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STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE SYNOD OF THE NORTHWEST 
Department of Devotional Booklets 


Oct. 1, 1935—Cash on hand 
Sale of booklets 


October 1. 1935 to May 1, 1939 


Receipts 


60.00 


Expenditures 


Printing . 
Express: . 


Parcel Post 
Wrapping .. 
Advertising 


Office salaries ..... 


Supplies .. 


Invoicing and statements .......... 
Exchange on checks .......... 


Refunds . 


Gifts to Northwestern Sem. 
Editing and proof reading - 


May 1, 1939—Cash on. hand 
Stamps ‘on hand 


Cash on hand May 1. 1939 
Stamps on hand .. : 
Accounts .receivable 


Net worth, May 1, 1939 .. 


Tract Secretary .. 
Mimeographing and postage on assignments... 
Original cuts for covers . ; 
Car expense, hauling . ee 
of bond 


$10,800.00 


1,219.81 
546.55 
774.80 
282.82 

1,077.00 
124.85 

94.85 
116.14 
72.49 


135.63 


120.00 
6.85 
8.32 

35.00 
25.00 


5.00 


16,12877 


$16,184.77 


15,445.11 
726.06 


STATEMENT OF NET WORTH 


Assets 


13.60 


$16,184.77 


Liabilities 


Bills payable to ‘huohes Publishing House 


$236.26 


83.40 


Subscriptions paid in advance ........... 


1,112.83 


$ 1,852.49 


319.66 
1,532.83 


$ 1,852.49 
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WOMEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY_—ENGLISH EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN SYNOD OF THE NORTHWEST 


Treasurer’s Report for Year Ending June 30, 1938 


Receipts Itemized Young Light 
According to sources Women Women Brigade ‘Total 

Annuity Bonds 100.00 100.00 
205.66 30.95 83.96 270.57 
Christian Literature 24.45 24.45 
Christmas Offering 418.63 57.30 29.75 505.68 
Foreign Field, China 8.00 8.00 
General Fund (2947.47 493.40 206.26 8647.18 
Home Field, General 277.24 37.00 $14.24 
India Lace Industry 225.68} . 21.02 168.55 415.25 
In Memoriams a 125.00 25.00 150.00. 
International Toy Shop 7.56 7.56 
Jewish Missions, literature | 54.35 54.35 
Lenten Self Denial, Syn. Sp.. _| 1702.52) 241.98 24.42) 1968.92 
lite 500.00| 110. 00} 720.00 
Patron & Protege: Native Workers 150.00 | 150.00 

Scholarships $82.51 22.00 40.00; 444.51 
Porto Rico Milk Fund 3.10 
Thank Offering 2404.01 492.95 153.82} 3050.28 
Tri. Conv. Exp. Fd., back dues s* 14.19 1.4 15.64 

current dues 194.06 29.19 223.25 
Triennial Special  — 57.00; | 8.07 60.07 
Visitation Dept. — 28.65 28.65 
West Indies Industries 5.00 5.00 
World Day of Prayer Offerings __._- Re 1.83 1.83 

Total for General Budget i$ 9775.00\$ 1619.66\$ 773.82/$12168.48 

Other Receipts | | | 

Erva Moody Itinterary 147.69 33.50 181.19 
Faith Lippard Itinerary —.~ 369.42 54.95 424.37 
Home Missions, Central Territory ~~. ......... 97.50 97.50 
Home Missions, Wisconsin Territory —~-. 121.94 10.75 182.69 
Lutheran Welfare Ass’n., Minneapolis —. 1.00 1.00 
Northwestern Sem. Student Aid Fund lia 5.00 : 5.00 
Synodical Fee, back dues 25.50 3.64 29.14 

current dues 487.27 79.45 566.72 

Total from Societies ___ $11030.32/$ 1801.95/$ 778.82/$13606.09 


Interest on Savings a /c, Ist Nat. Bank Madison —. 
Total Received during year 


| 7.02 


Balance in Treasury wc , 1987: 
Synodical Expen Fund 


Total to be accounted for 


ANNUAL REPORT—JUNE 30, 1938 
To Mrs. John M. Cook, General Treas., for General Budget 


To Miss Flora Prince, General Treas., for General Budget —...... 
To Miss Flora Prince Gen’l Treas., | 
Personal Gift to Faith Lippard 
Synodical Special, Bal. of Faith Lippard Itinerary ‘i... 
Personal Gift to Erva Moody 
Field in China, Bal of Erva Moody Itinerary ‘Fa. 
To Lutheran Ch., Mpls. for ‘chairs 
To J. Jensen, Treas. of Synod: 
Missions, Wisconsin territory 
Northwestern Sem., Student Aid Fund —. 
Lutheran Welfare Association, Minneapolis | ised 
To Erva Moody, traveling expenses i 
Expenses relative to Faith Lippard Itinerary, (Wis. Conf.) —____ 
Expenses relative to Erva Moody Itinerary (Mrs. N. K. Feddersen) 
SYNODICAL EXPENSES 
To Mrs. P. O. Bothner, retiring Treas., expenses — o 
Strand & Roe, Mpls., C. P. A. Accountants 
Mrs. A. E. Birch, Mpls., Syn. Rep. expenses aie 
Fish & Schulkamp, Madison, Treas. 
University Printing Co., Mpls., stationery 
Mrs. P. L. Wetzler, St. Paul, express 


1$13613.11 
497.08 
-$14201.44 
DISBURSEMENTS 

784.72/$ | 
11883.76| 12168.48 
25.00 
476.02 
25.00 
120.22 
97.50 

132.69 

5.00| 

1.00/ 188.69 
34.25 
~ 14.65 
1.72 

9.46 

15.00 

47.68 

Bond _. 7.50 

27.84 

9.88 


Mrs. Chas. L. Grant, Pres., expenses 
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Mrs. N. K. Feddersen, vice Pres., expenses : 1.33) 
Mrs. M. F. Rheingans, . Sec., expenses f 9.65 
Mrs. A. E. Haertlein, Stat. Sec., expenses ona 7.78 

Mrs. J. E. Tepoorten, Treas., expenses 4.34 141.39 

Total Disbursements during the year wink - $13242.92 
Total to be accounted for 14201.44 
July 1, 1938, Balance in Synodical Expense Fund $ 958.52 


Respectfully submitted, 
Mrs. J. E. Tepoorten, Treas. 
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Light 


Patron & Protege: Scholarships —......... 


Receipts Itemized Young 
According to sources Women Women 8B Total 
CENTRAL CONFERENCE 3 
Box Work: Canadian Northwest ‘ | | 10.07 10.07 
Emma Johnson Car Fd. 10.20 1.20 11.40 
Faith Lippard 3.00 3.00 
Kodaikanal Sale a 2.00 2.00 
Konnarock .. 3.00 2.00 5.00 
Lydia Reich 22.00 4.00 26.00 
Maya Winther z 1.00 | 1.00 
Rocky Boy 6.00 10.04). 16.04 
Undesignated —. 5.00 5.00 
Offering 88.89 9.15 2.00 100.04 
Erva Moody Itinerary — 68.29 68.29 
Faith Lippard Itinerary 47.45 11.24 58.69 
Foreign Field, China 8.00 8.00 
General Fund ae 788.77 101.90 35.18 925.85 
Home Missions—Konnarock ‘i 5.00 5.00 
; Rocky Boy 1.50 1.50 
Wautauga 5.00 5.00 
Woodale, Mpls. 97.50 97.50 
India Lace Industry — ne 75.22 30.25 105.47 
In Memoriams 70.00 70.00 
Life Memberships __ 180.00 10.00 50.00 240.00 
North. Sem. Student Aid Fund 5.00 5.00 
Patron & Protewe: Native Workers — ~~~ 100.00 100.00 
scholarships 7 76.50 10.00 40.00 126.50 
Synodical Fee, back dues 21.47 3.64 25.11 
current dues — 156.55 25.20 181.75 
Synodical Special, (Lenten) ~~... ~~ 404.79 52.51 3.11 460.41 
643.13 132.98|' 35.69 811.80 
Triennial Conv. Exp. Fd., back dues ______ 8.59 1.45 10.04 
current dues 64.61 8.09 72.70 
Visitation Dept. 1.50 1.50 
West Indies Industries 5.00 5.00 
I$ 2974.96/$  371.36/$ 218.34/$ 3564.66 
Box Work: nares’ Boy ... 15.00 15.00 
Jap 15.00 15.00 
Moduikaval Sale 15.00 15.00 
Hilma Levine, India 3.71) | 3.71 
Christmas Offering *35.54 *1.02) 36.56 
Erva Moody Itinerary —._.......____ 23.70 | 23.70 
General Fund *12.45 284.45 
India Lace Industry 40.18 10.42) 50.60 
Life Memberships 80.00 30.00 
Patron & Protege: Scholarship _ 12.01 12.01 
Synodical Fee, back dues — if ‘a 10.75 10.75 
Current dues — 35.25 35.25 
Synodical Special (Lenten) 124.31 124.31 
Thank Offering *217.99 *4.33 222.32 
Triennial Conv. Exp. Fd., back ome 4.30 4.30 
Current dues 11.50 11.50 
World Day of Prayer 1.83 1.83 
i$ *868.07 Is *28.22'$ 896.29 
‘Items marked * are changes requested after closing of books June 30th. 
WESTERN CONFERENCE, Group ‘“B”’ | 
Box Work, Foreign ipiahiigngs 1.00 1.00 
odaikanal Sale 1.00) . 1.00 
Rocky Boy 1.00 1.00 
Christmas Offering io 13.00 13.00 
General Fund 150.45 7.25 157.70 
Life Memberships 20.00 20.00 
Lutheran Welfare Ass’n.,; “Mpls. 1.00 1.00 
17.00) 17.00 


P 
4 
P 


88 > SYNOD OF THE NORTHWEST 


8.00 
Synodical Fee 25.00 
Synodical Special (Lenten) ecaslinbeced 93.50 
Triennial Conv. Exp. Fd. 10.50 
$ 418.95 i$ 11.90 
WISCONSIN CONFERENCE | 
Rocky Boy - 59.25 8.00 
5.00 
5.00 
Rev. Dolbeer, India 10.00 
Christmas Offering 280.18 48.15 27.765 
Christian Literature 24.45 
Eva Moody Itinerary 55.70 33.50 
Faith Itinerary 821.97 43.71 
General 1733.75 391.50 158.88) 
Home Field, General inc sabia 265.74 37.00 
Home Missions, Wisc. Territory siakaiintaiaianiabial 121.94 10.75 
India Lace Industry -—-- 110.28 21.02 127.88 
In Memoriams 55.00 25.00 
International Toy Shop / 7.56 
Life Memberships 270. 100.00 60.00 
Literature, Jewish Missions 54.85, 
Patron & Protege: Scholarships 269.00 12.00 
Native Workers 50.00 
Porto Rico Milk Fund icietiniicainndan 8.10 
Synodical Fee, back dues 4.03 
current dues . 259.72 54.25 
Synodical Special (Lenten) 1079.92 189.47 21.31 
Thank Offering - 1462.30 359.97 111.74 
Triennial Conv. Exp. Fa. back ‘oe 5.60 
current dues 108.15; 21.10 
Triennial Special 57.00 ‘ 
Visitation Dept. 27.15 
i$ 6761.73/$ 1480. 21. 
SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS | 
Central Conference 3564.66 
Western Conference, Group “A’”’ 896.29 
Western Conference ... 480.85 
Wisconsin Conference 8714.29 
Interest on savings a/c —.-..- 7.02 


8.00 
25.00 
93.50 
82.15 
10.50 


$ 430.85 


100.00 
13.00 


97/$ 8714.29 
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Wad 5.00 
24.60 
$56.08 
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LOW CEILING 
Seinion to 49th Annual Convention of the English Evangelical Lutheran ; 
Synod of the Northwest, May 2, 1939, Salem Church, Minneapolis. 


Twelve years ago I preached my first presidential sermon to the 
Synod. Its theme was “The All-sufficiency of the Church”. Its text was 
sublime in its concepts. and, impressed by the solemnity of the occasion 
and full of enthusiasm for the divine nature of the Church as the body of 
Christ, your preacher tried to hold up the high ideals that should inspire 
his coworkers in such a synod as ours, 


Today I bring you a theme that may seem to indicate a great disillusion- 
ment. Before announcing it I wish to disclaim any loss of enthusiasm for 
the nature of the Church or of its task. On the other hand I wish to con- 
fess that nothing that has happened in these twelve years has dimmed in 
the least your president's firm belief in the fundamental all-sufficiency of 
Christ for and in His church. On the other hand, the experience and 
observations through these twelve years have deepened and fortified those 
same convictions. In fact, the things that have led me to choose my text 
for today and to use the language of my theme have thrown in bolder 
_ relief all the suffiency the Church has in Christ; and conversely, a realiza- 
tion and utilization of that sublime truth would render such a sermon as 
I wish this to be, wholly unnecessary at a synodical convention. 


I use in my topic the language of aviation. The airplane has be- 
come such a commonplace instrument of commerce and transportation that 
much of its terminology is not in the dictionaries and encyclopedias still 
in common use, And in spite of its rapid development and growth in 
popularity its language has come to be universally known. Its jargon is 
attractive because aviation itself has given new release to men's minds 
and greatly enlarged their concepts. ‘There is a release of time and of diz- 
tance that gives new ideas of freedom. And the elemental forces of na- 
ture, unchanged though they be, are enhanced in their beneficences and 
deepened in their malignancies. The sun and the stars mean even more 
to the traveler in the air than they do to the sailor on the sea; and on 
the other hand the fog and the snow are more (restrictive. 


“Which. things are a parable’. The higher the flier gets toward the 
sun or the stars, the safer he feels and the further he sees. The lower the 
obscuring fog or mist, the more dangerous it is to take off, to fly,’or to 
land. And so the flier speaks carefully of his ceiling, whether high, low 
or zero; for to him it is comfortable if high, but hazardous if not actually 
prohibitive if low. So is the work of the Church. The nearer we get and 
keep to the Sun of Righteousness, the safer, the surer, the further visioned 
and the freer we are. But the lower the clouds, the deeper the fog, the 
shorter our vision and the more attractive the things where we are. 


I would speak to you today on the theme “LOW CEILING”, be- 
cause I am impressed and distressed with the fogs and mists that are keep- 
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ing us on the ground, concerned with things that are of the earth earthy, 
instead of soaring in the heights of the glory of Christ's radiant presence 
and power, 


My text too may seem to some to be very materialistic. It speaks of 
things that are often looked upon askance by the spiritually minded. They 
are not the things of the spirit, but He who in the text speaks of them 
and claims them sublimates even them, and it is only because our ceiling 
is low that we speak of them so little in the pulpit and that my choice of 
this text may seem odd. It is the eighth verse of the second chapter of 
the prophet Haggai: “The silver is mine and the. gold is mine, saith the 
Lord of Hosts.” | 


| I make no apology for the choice of this text. It is no more strange 
for a synodical sermon than is its setting in the ancient prophecy. To 
those who think the subject of money has no place in the Church it might 
Seem inexplicable that the eighth verse appears at all in Haggai’s work. 
It is so crass. so earthy, so sordid! But I maintain that it is our low ceil-, 
ing that makes us view it that way. In the higher altitudes of God's revela- 
tion of himself in Christ Jesus we can see it in perfect perspective with 
the preceding verse and that which follows it. One speaks of the Desire 
of all nations, and the other of such desirable objectives as God's 
glory and man’s peace! Sublime ideas! Spiritual concepts with which 


_ such material substances as silver and gold should have-no company? Not 


at all: a higher ceiling and clear visibility put them all in their gis rela- 
tionship, and it is worth our while to see them so. 


Haggai wrote while the temple was being rebulit in the days of 
Hezekiah. In the previous chapter he had chided the people because they 
let the house of the Lord lie waste while they lived in their ceiled houses. 
He told them to go up to the mountains and bring down wood and re- 
build the Lord’s house, With that he promised that the Lord would re- 
store prosperity to a land suffering a great depression. They take him 
at his word and do so, and prosperity returns. Then the old-timers whose 
ceilings are low (the correspondence between the figure contained in my 
theme and the fact that literal ceilings are mentioned by Haggai is in- 


- advertent, but none the less striking) begin to knock, claiming that the 


arising temple will not compare with the one they knew in their youth, 
but Haggai encourages the people by assuring them of a far greater glory 
in the new than was ever in the old, for “the Desire of all nations shall 
come to it’’, and again, “In this house shall I give peace, saith the Lord”. 
But between the two assurances is the striking statement of my text: “The 
silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lord”. | 


What can this mean other than that God's claim to the services of 
those who had given of their time and of their lives and had hewn the 
timbers, that His claim to the trees themselves, to all the costly materials 
and labor that went into the building, is a reasonable one, and that silver 
and gold, and all the values that they represent are incomparable to the 
satisfaction of the desire common to all nations and to the peace that comes 
through recognized fellowship with God? 


j 
& 
“5 
= = 3 i 
| 
4 
213 | 
Bight 3 
: 
4 
$3 ; 
“, 
& 
2 
Bites. 
tex 
43 
i 
3 
& 
4 
pt 
; 
: 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA, 1939 St 


There is no essential antithesis between matter and spirit. The 
greatest of modern physicists have ‘come to see that. And all through the 
records of God's dealings with men He has used material things as means 
to spiritual blessings. He early accepted the first fruits of the field and 
flock as offerings betokening His eternal supply of men’s needs. He es- 
tablished the tithe as a lesson in recognition of His ownership. He let men 
build their own tabernacles and temples at the cost of services and ma- 
terials that they should furnish, and in them He gave tokens of His pres- 
ence among them. And in all these things they were, and we still are 
yielding returns to Him whence both they and we and our possessions came. 


| It is only men under the low ceiling that obscures the Gospel who 
- complain at the cost of the work the Church is doing. “The Gospel is free,” 
they say, “but the Church is always asking for money’, Both sides of 
the statement are true and both are parts of God's plan, fittingly supple- 
mental to one another. The Christian knows that His redemption is pur- 
chasable, not indeed with silver and gold, but only with Christ's holy and 
precious blood, and with His innocent sufferings and death, and that Christ 
paid that price in order that the Christian might be His, live under Him in 
His kingdom. and serve Him in everlasting innocence righteousness and 
blessedness. Christ's service can never be reckoned in terms of silver and 
gold; but man’s can, and so long as we are in this world man’s service 
must be measured in terms of life and living, for which the precious metals 
have come to be the one common denominator by which. such human 


values are guaged. 


And right now the Church is suffering for lack of silver and gold. 
Even the little which a few years ago our United Lutheran Church in 
convention assembled determined should be the minimum standard of 
giving for every communing member of the Church has not been forth- 
coming, and at our recent convention in Baltimore we passed a resolution 
asking the Synods to agree to institute a campaign among all member- | 
congregations to raise 100% of that'minimum, commonly called the appor- 
tionment. You will recognize that your president has entered into that 
campaign heartily, for his state of the church questionnaire dealt with it, 
his formal report to this convention goes into it at length, and it is the 
burden of this sermon. He is convinced that many of the answers to his 
questions on the report blanks, many of his conclusions therefrom, and 
the dullness that characterizes this sermon are all due to the low-ceiling 
view we have of the place of money in the dispensation of the Gospel of - 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 


But this one thing is clear: our giving to the service ot the Church is 
utterly inadequate. By percentages figuring the low ratio between what — 
we as a Synod have given and what are the minimum needs of our boards 
and agencies, we are low. 60%, I believe is the approximate percentage. 
In school a grade of sixty isn't a passing mark. Were flunkers. By 
comparison with other church bodies our per capita giving is low, Our 
Synod is 13th in the United Lutheran Church; the United Lutheran Church 
is low among other Lutheran bodies; and the Lutherans at large are miser- 

ably low in comparison with the giving of other large denominations. 
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We're not only flunkers; we're pikers. Judging by our peoples’ prosperity 
were low. Take all the giving of the church members, for upkeep of the 
congregations, building~or debt funds or other unusual expenses, and all 
- benevolences, and compare the figure per capita with the average spent 
for confections, tobacco, drink, cosmetics, or amusements and see where 
our Christian service stands! Look outside our churches and see how 
many mew cars are owned by people who can't afford to give $1.00 a 
week to the service of God but can subscribe to pay $25.00 or $50.00 a 
month for 12 to 24 months to have a car no better for transportation than 
their old one except in line, shine and liability to fine. We're not only 
flunkers and pikers, but we're tightwads toward the church. 


Pardon that tirade. The calling of names may not do any good. 
But something should jar us out of our complacency. And there were 
plenty of evidences of just that in the answers on the questionnaire. Let 
us try another method of raising our ceiling, Let us see just what our 
low standards of giving mean in terms of the Kingdom of Christ: Our | 
Church means well. It recognizes the great Commission. It is well or- 
ganized to go, tell, and baptize. We need a high ceiling to enable us to 
see that if the Church means anything to us in what it renders to us here 
in such comfortable and inspiring sanctuaries as this; it can mean just as 
much, and often means far more, to sinsick souls in other lands and other 
places in our own land where it hasn't been established long. That is 
what our Church's boards and agencies realize and are trying to bring 
about—that more, everywhere, may have the blessings of Gospel influence. 
And the amount of the so called “apportionment” was fixed after most 
careful and prayful conferences between all of the boards and agencies to 
determine their absolute minimum needs to meet the opportunities currently 
open before them. Then we respond by about 60% of what they need. 
Let us try to make the effects concrete. | 


Over in China our own Lydia Reich goes out, supported not from . 
the so called “apportionment’’, or what we call general fund benevolences, 
the envelope in¢ome, but by the good Missionary Women by means of 
funds from our own Epiphany church, Milwaukee. She is a trained nurse, 
and an experienced executive among nurses. She finds no equipment ex- 
cept for first aid and for home care of new mothers and babies, in a land 
where birth control is not yet a disease. Appalled by the things that 
meet her compassionate eyes she manages to arrange a couple of rooms in 
the big old parsonage for the most needy cases. Out of that grows a hos- © 
pital, But she is no physician, and writes in the home church papers as 
to the need for one. A good layman of one of our own churches comes 
to me and offers to send his boy, a medical graduate from an eastern uni- 
versity, with specialized training in oriental diseases at New Orleans, a 
fine, alert upstanding young man, over to ‘China and support him there 
himself. But our board replies that to do so would entail preparing a doc- 
tors residence and other expenses, and on its inadequate income it can- 
not do it. So Lydia has to struggle on single-handed or with such help 
as a native Chinese physician can give, for many years more. 


Or look at Japan: only eleven ordained missionaries were on the 
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Board’s list last year, and the latest arrival of these prior to last year went 
over some seventeen! years ago. That mighty, strategic empire of the 
East. in which we pioneered in Kindergarten and other educational work, 
left in a status quo so far as our work is concerned for almost two decades, 
because we don't provide the Board with funds to send more men! 


Now let us mount our plane and view just one aspect of the work 
in India. For several years past our missionaries have been telling us of 
literally hundreds’ of villages sending deputations to ask them to establish 
schools among them where their children may learn of Christ—and the 
missionaries have been unable to do so, because our failure to provide funds 
for routine work made necessary the reduction of the number of native 
workers and other severe curtailment of our program there. 


Those are mere instances of what our low standard of giving is doing 
to retard the work of Him who truly is the Desire of all nations: and to 
withhold from millions of people the knowledge of God's glory and the 
experience of the Peace He alone can give. We think the silver and 
gold which are His belong to us for the satisfaction of every whim of 
ours. | 


In our home lands. some specific effects of our low ceiling: Our 
synodical home mission committee knows of some five inadequately churched | 
fields with such present numbers of unchurched people of our faith as to 
give promise of just such results as we have found in our latest Wisconsin 
ventures. St. Peter's, Milwaukee, or Bethlehem, Portage; but the Board of 
American Missions not only cannot help us man them but tells us there's 
no use letting our synodical missionary develop more than one field a year 
because they are unable to take on more for their support. And it may 
interest you to know that in the zeal of our synodical committee to meet 
the many opportunities before us and do it efficiently. we were compelled 
to: spend $3,360 more for home missions than we rightfully got from the 
synod’s income. And we have several pleas for new aid before us pre- 
sented to us yesterday at our meeting. _ 


Again, the Board of Ministerial Pensions, paying the paltry but much 
appreciated sum of $16.67 a month to widows of pastors, and $25.00 a 
month to retired pastors over 65 years of age, whether their wives are still 
living or not, is running such a severe deficit every year that even such low 
pensions are in danger of being reduced or discontinued altogether. Bethink 
you of the noble women you know, left husbandless in our synod within 
the past few years, or of the one who makes the home for your present 
pastor, should he be called suddenly to his Home above, and see if you 
want to see her try to get along on $16.67 a month. : 


Our church colleges are in danger of losing their very existence. We | 
hear rumors of loss of accreditization, which means loss of recognition by 
the universities where advanced students formerly were received and credit- 
ed for the work they have done, so that now thy are taken only condi- 
tionally, on trial, and at often prohibitive expense.—and our income is too | 
small to make our appropriations to them at all adequate, Our seminary 
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is overcrowded and not meeting its expense. Every year our executive 
committee and committee on the ministry must reject pleas for aid from 


4 students for the ministry—and so on, all down the line, the agencies upon 
ed which we depend to do the work Christ commissioned His Church to do 
fi | are hampered and limited by our failure to recognize that the silver is 


Mine and the gold is Mine, as saith the Lord of Hosts. We dwell in our 
ceiled houses while the House of the Lord lieth waste. 


Is there then no remedy? Is there no radio beacon that will help the 
| bewildered pilot to land, or guide the ambitious one off the ground and on 
eae his way safely? Shall the low ceiling of our own and our people's apathy 
toward the world wide and urgent work of the Church always and ever 
retard the Church of Christ, the Saviour of the world? 


Yes, there is! The low ceiling that holds the Church close to the earth 
instead of in its high, free, broad-visioned and mobile element is a lack 
of an understanding of the Gospel and all its significance. We evangeli- 

“cal Lutherans (and I hope the “evangelical’’ can be used without a capital 
letter) find our highest joy in our doctrinal appreciation of God's great 
Gift of salvation in Jesus Christ. We rejoice in the enlightenment and 
freedom that comes with its acceptance. But some times I wonder, when 
I see our penurious performance in sharing that Gift with others, are we 

| enlightened? are we free? The answers to the annual State of the Church © 

a questionnaire as to the causes for our low benevolence and habitual stand- 

ards of giving are all, except those which recognize it as a spiritual prob- 
lem, so oblivious to the will and promises of God for His Church that one 
wonders where faith has gone. | 


. Let us look at some of them: The newness of the Synod comprehends 
many of the more definite obstacles recognized, such as traditions of the 
state-church, of the family unit of membership and of annual subscriptions. 
It also includes the remoteness from fellow pastors and sister congregations, 
costs of attaining self support, acquiring property and paying debts. But 
is not the very growth of the Synod proof positive that the Gospel has 
power to overcome these things? A recent survey of the congregations do- 
ing the most for the extension of the Kingdom outside of their own fields 
placed 4 of our congregations among the top 26 in the whole United Luth- 
eran Church, and the very highest as far as giving for “apportioned causes” 
is concerned was one of _ours—and all four are less than fifty years old, 
three of them less than 35, so all have this newness to overcome. Why 
are they so high? A personal knowledge of the ministry in all these leads 
me to say that in every case the pastors concern themselves chiefly about 
one thing. They preach and live and teach only the Gospel: the: love 
of God in Christ Jesus and His power over and forgiveness of sin. In 
those congregations the ceiling is high. They too have building debts and 
traditions of old-country and early foreign-American churches to eradicate 
but all are being overcome by the power of evangelical conviction. con- 
tinually fed by Gospel testimony. 


I need further remind you simply of the study of: benevolence records 
made by our treasurer several years ago, in which classiflications of con- 
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gregations according to all the conditions our low ceiling makes us view 
as obstacles show no uniformity of giving standards in any one group; but 
a comparison of different congregations under successive leadership of the 
same pastors almost always show the same tendency, either upward or 
downward, according to who he is. More recent studies in other synods 
and by other methods without exception attest the fact that where the 
Gospel Light is permitted to shine clearly the mists are dissipated, the ceil- 
ing is raised, and what appeared as obstacles turn out to be crosses that 
have been overcome by the power of a risen Lord. I interpret this not as 
a judgement on the pastors zeal or character, but on their understanding 
or lack of understanding of the essence of the Gospel and the consequent 
influence it exerts upon their congregations. 


Brethren. the Gospel is the news of a gracious God so opposed to sin 
for man's sake that He gives Himself to the uttermost and for Christ's sake 
not only forgives but overcomes sin and lifts man from and above it:—and 
gives you and me in His Church His divine power all sufficient to bring 
that same salvation to all men everywhere. That is our task and our 
privilege as leaders in His Church, and the Gospel is a Power of God that 
leaves no room for a low ceiling such as holds us down to our present low 
standards of church support, either local or missionary. Yes, even the ° 
silver and the gold are His, and we should yield our own and convince 
others saved by grace that theirs too is His for sanctification in the Gospel 
of His love and power. A deeper understanding of the essence of the Gos- 
pel is the first requisite to a higher ceiling for our flights. 


Another remedy. one that must be consequent to the right understanding 
of the Gospel, is a clearer apprehension of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit of 
God is promised and given to all who rightly understand the Gospel, but 
even He does not arbitrarily control either our living or our thinking. We 
must yield ourselves to Him if we would have God guide our lives. But 
again, where we do so He meets us far more than half way: He will take 
full control if we only cease from resistance, His is the sanctifying power 
that gives us both vision and power to see and to do. He shows the re- 
lationship of our gold and silver to the glory of God and the peace of man. 
He also guides the administration of our own affairs to a greater extent 
than most of us have ever experienced; but we have the firm assurance of 
no less an authority than Jesus Christ Himself that when we seek first the 
Kingdom of God and His righteousness all the things that ordinarily form 
our low ceiling: what we shall eat and what we shall drink and where- 
withal we shall be clothed, shall be added unto us. If we live in the Spirit 
we not only cannot serve God and mammon but we cannot serve mammon 
at all—only God. 


The remedies then for our low ceiling are the time honored, tried and 
tested confessions of God as Father creator, Son redeemer, and Spirit 
sanctifier. A full and sincere life based on these, lived by pastors and people 
alike, will lift our ceilings above all hindrances and raise our giving far 
above all quotas and. apportionments to where the advance of the Kingdom 
will push the conquests of war and revolution to the inside pages of the 
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newspapers or off the record entirely. For the silver and gold of God's 
people can make the Kingdoms of this world the Kingdom of our Lord 
and of His Christ. But that will never be in the natural course of this 
world until men recognize the truth of our text and yield their claims of 
material possessions to Him whose they are. | 


We, in common with all men, live by means of God’s beneficence in 
granting us: for a time the use of material creation and the boon of life. 
But today we receive the gift of all gifts in the broken body and shed © 
blood of His Son, given for the remission of sins,, Here is treasure im- 


perishable and life everlasting. 


As we accept this greatest of all God's gifts, let us consecrate our la- 
bors, our time, our zeal and our money to Him—not in gratitude for all He 
gives us, but because we know His will and purpose to be to give this 
same inestimable gift to all the world, and gives us each our portion de- 
pending upon us to pass it on. And may He lift the ceiling of our. air- 
ways until our spiritual visibility is so perfect that we may see Him in every 
object of our giving in our home churches and communities, throughout our 


- own great nation, and to the uttermost ends of the earth—and lo, He is 


with us always! 
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